MAY 2026

Pastor's Ramblin's
BY PASTOR MIKE

It is that time of Spring when plant people look
at their various gardens and outdoor pots and
ask the age old question, "Is it dead or alive?"
There is a level of anxious anticipation to see
buds, sprouts, crowns, and any other sign of life
for favorite plants. The longer we see no signs of

life, the more despondent we become for that particular
plant ... and then, "is that a bump, a bud, a green shoot, a
change in color of the stem?" Hope continues.

For many people, even today, there is an anxious, hopeful
waiting to see life in their spirituality, their church, their
community. Not just any life, life that brings hope and a
sense of fulfillment; even in the face of adversity, cruelty,
and instability. So what signals life in the followers of Jesus?

Some churches have stated that the amount of stuff they do
points to life, others will say the number of people giving
first time commitments to God and being baptized is a sign
of life, still others will say their ability to support missions
is a sign of life. Bear with me for a minute, what if it isn't
these things that point to life? What if these are the result
of life, but the real sign of life is much deeper, much more
intimate, more personal?

Many of us who have grown up in the church or have been
part of the church for a substantial amount of time will
have heard about the Gifts of the Spirit. We take
assessments to help guide us to what our gifts may be and,
hopefully, learn how to use them for the upbuilding of God's
children in the church, the wider community, and then the
world. These gifts are vital, but I'm not sure we can say
that these are the signs of life either. They too are a result
of there being life.

The next thing we may have heard in the church is about
the Fruit of the Spirit. We find these listed in Galatians
5:22-283, "By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such
things".

con’t. on page 11
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRY

by Patty Decapria

Easter Egg Hunt and Breakfast

What a joyous morning we had! We had over 125 children and adults join us for breakfast,
crafts, a lesson, and an egg hunt. This was more than double last year! We heard so many
wonderful comments regarding this event. God is Good! Thank you to the congregation for
donating candy to fill eggs, those youth who helped hide eggs, the adults who smiled and guided
families, hid eggs, and decorated the space. Thank you to Wendy and her crew for a great
breakfast. Thank you to James for providing a lovely garden spot for the Easter Bunny to sit, as
well as providing a wonderful photo backdrop for family pictures. It was so good to share our
space, our time, and our service with our beloved community.

Galaxy Vacation Bible School - God loves us, so...love each other!

We are getting closer to blast off on our mission of sharing God’s love with others. We

will have a two-day mission on Thursday, June 25, and Friday, June 26, from 6-8 pm. Pre-school
children (ages 3-4) and Elementary children (ages 5-12) will explore Bible Adventures, Games,
Singing/Dancing, Snack, and Crafts with a Purpose. Children will create and fill Birthday Bags
for the State College Food Bank. Items for the birthday bags (cake mix, frosting, oil, aluminum
pan, sprinkles, candles, dessert plates, dessert napkins, and balloons) will be donated by the
congregation. We will also have parents donating to the Moshannon Backpack Program, which
offers food to school-age children when they are away from school. Stay tuned for our dates
for decorating and donating items for our Birthday Bags.

Parents Night Out

Our children met in April to make their planets for our VBS. The planets were colorful and
showcased our children’s creativity. We also talked about Galaxies and how God created them
all, as we read in the Bible. The children will meet again on Friday, May 1, and June 5 from 6-
7:30 pm. All children ages 4 - 12 are welcome!!

Elementary Sunday Education

After Easter, we have focused on Jesus rules for living a life that models Jesus teaching that he
shared with his disciples in his Sermon on the Mount. We will take a break from our regular
lessons this summer and focus on being together and enjoying the weather when possible.
Elementary Sunday Education is open to children ages 4-12.

Sunday Nursery
Our nursery is available every week to children up to age 4. Children have play time while
being cared for by loving and caring staff.

Youth

Our youth continue to meet on Sundays at Park Forest Village UMC from 3-5 pm. They will meet
on May 3, 10, and 17 before taking a break for the summer. Youth play games, learn lessons from
the Bible about being a Christian, snack on yummy food, laugh, and have great fellowship time
with one another.

Family Fun Night
We will meet in May for more games and snacks, but we will be taking a break in June, July, and
August, as the weather permits, for more activities in the evening. See you in September!!

con’t on page 7
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MAY HAPPY BIRTHDAY Liturgists

Darria Dixon May 01  Amberlee Knepp May 22 May 3: Judy Smith
Emily Gregory May 01  Judi Yohn May 23 \\ﬁ: y ig g;‘r:ls l\l’;?(?;onunt
Lynn Sprankle May 03  Denise Meyer May 24 Maijf o4 Koopgr- Knepp
Owen Svitana May 05 John Raiser May 24 May 31:
Mark Tressler May 06  William Struble May 24
Paul Ishler May 09  Terry McClenahan Ma;( 25 M one v c oun t ers
Jessica Bickle May 10 Cindy Simpson May 26 May 3: Lee/Ellen Copper
Karen Bryan May 12  Chris Boliek May 27 Tom/Ginny Kline
Ellen Copper May 16  Luis Santos May2o May 10: %?”:yglo l(’)“ Rideout

: : 11ris ctann
Frankie H}pp May 20  Everett Gregory May 30 May 17: Pat Weaver & James Beatty
Alex Mai May 21 Bob Snyder May 30 njay 24: John/Louisa Shawver
Patty Condo May 22  Vija Wilkinson May 30 Patty DeCapria

May 31: Lee/Ellen Copper

OPEN OPPORTUNITIES OF SERVICE ™™ ™*

God calls each and everyone of us to be the hands and feet of Jesus in the world. How that looks
often differs from person to person. Some have gifts best used behind the scenes, while others do
best being at the forefront. Regardless of how God has called you, we each have been given gifts of
the Spirit and talents to help us utilize those gifts. Below are some opportunities to serve God, the
church, and others. Some are more "in person” and others are (mostly) "behind the scenes"

These service opportunities are open for a variety of reasons (people moving, entering the Kingdom
Triumphant, or health concerns necessitating a change of service to name a few). Here they are with
a very brief description.

Memorial Committee Chair - This individual chairs the Memorial Committee (meets 1-2 times a
year), sends out letters to families to inform them of memorial funds that have been received for
their loved one and how those funds have been used, keeps track of memorial funds and who those
funds have been given in memory of. This person would be good at organizing and keeping current
with memorials received and spent. This "might" be considered a behind the scenes service
opportunity.

Church Decorating Coordinator - Organizes the decorating team for the various seasons of the
liturgical church year, prepares the orders for the flowers used during holidays and summer flower
bed planting.

Home Communion Stewards - These individuals bring communion to our homebound members and
constituents once a month. While taking communion to these individuals, typically a bulletin,
newsletter, and devotional are also taken along. Finally, each person they see for communion has
some time spent visiting, catching up on what is happening at the church, receiving prayer, and
above all love from God and their congregation.

Prayer Chain Coordinator - This person would help the pastor re-establish a prayer chain. There
are often times when the church office or the pastor receives a request to put someone on the
prayer chain and the Sunday morning prayer list. This coordinator would organize a team of persons
deeply devoted to intercessory prayer (prayer for people in need).

Con’t. on page 5
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FOCUS ON MISSION MAY

MAY 3: GOLDEN CROSS

A loving God, said the psalmist, promises "goodness and mercy" throughout life. When your
congregation gives generously on Golden Cross Sunday, you offer hope and happiness to
children, families and older adults through health and welfare ministries of your annual
conference.

MAY 10: CHILDREN'S PLAYGROUND MINISTRY

"Mt Nittany UMC provides a number of ministries (Giving Garden, Prayer Garden, Playground
and large open spaces) located throughout our outside campus. These ministries are
available to our members, rental clients and the public to use. Annual funding is needed
towards the maintenance of our playground to ensure the children have a safe and
pleasurable experience during outside play.”

MAY 17: MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS SUNDAY

Organizations in the United States began promoting Mental Health Awareness week in 1949.
The event eventually came to encompass Mental Health Month, observed annually in May.
The Susquehanna Conference of the United Methodist Church marks the occasion with
Mental Health Awareness Sunday, when we recognize the need to support ministries that
attend to the mental health of God’s children. In our conference, this special offering
supports the Mental Health Ministry of the conference.

MAY 24: VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Galaxy Vacation Bible School - God loves us, so...love each other! We are getting closer to blast off on
our mission of sharing God's love with others. We will have a two-day mission on Thursday, June 25,
and Friday, June 26, from 6-8 pm. Pre-school children (ages 3-4) and Elementary children (ages 5-12)
will explore Bible Adventures, Games, Singing/Dancing, Snack. and Crafts with a Purpose. Children
will create and fill Birthday Bags for the State College Food Bank. Items for the birthday bags (cake
mix, frosting, oil, aluminum pan, sprinkles, candles, dessert plates, dessert napkins, and balloons) will
be donated by the congregation. We will also have parents donating to the Moshannon Backpack
Program, which offers food to school-age children when they are away from school. Stay tuned for
our dates for decorating and donating items for our Birthday Bags.

MAY 31: UNITED METHODIST STUDENT DAY

United Methodist Student Day is one of six churchwide Special Sundays designated to support
ministries and causes important to the entire United Methodist Church. On this day, we come
together to invest in the future of our church by supporting students’ education and their journey
of faith.

Education opens doors and creates opportunities for leadership, service, and faith development. By
supporting United Methodist Student Day, we celebrate the power of learning and the important role
education plays in developing faithful, thoughtful Christian leaders. This special Sunday reminds us
that education is not only a personal achievement—it's a ministry we share together.
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OPEN OPPORTUNITIES OF SERVICE CON'T. FROM PAGE 3

Social Media Coordinator - As many of you know, Mt. Nittany UMC has a Facebook page and a
Youtube channel. This coordinator would help keep (especially our Facebook page) up to date with
events, service opportunities, and respond to inquiries about our church. You might be asked to
design posts, edit posts, or make sure that what someone has prepared works and works well on
the page (this is typically making sure sizing works so that pictures, posts, and posters do not get
cut off).

If any of these feel like a good fit for you, please let Pastor Mike or the church office know so that
we can sit down with you and share additional information.

HAPPENINGS MAY

Directory _ Banquet Help Needed
We will be updating our Church Help is needed for our last banquet until fall 2026. If you

directory in house. Pictures will be are available to help on May 7 (lunch) please let Wendy
taken through the month of June. If you Krow.

are new to the Church or missed

having your picture taken this is the Giving Garden

time. Also, if you have a new phone # The Giving Garden will be sowing seeds

or address please let the Pastor or and putting in plants May 22 (6-7pm)

Jodie know. May 23 (9-10am) and May 24 (3-4pm).

Everyone of every age is encouraged to
join in one of the sessions. Bring gloves,

Office Tree but we have everything else!

Once again Jodie will be honoring

those who have passed. The office Thank You

tree will have ornaments of those who Our 2026 Community Dinner has come to end. Thank
have returned to Jesus. All are you to all who supported these dinners, whether baking
welcome to come in to the office and cupcakes, cutting bread, or actually working during the
journey through the memories event. These wouldn't be a success without those who

help in any way they are able. During 2026 we served a
total of 833 dinners. Nice job everyone. Rest up because
the football dinners are just around the corner.
Rise Up !
Each year, the districts in our Annual Conference
collect items for the various Kits Mission Central
provides to those in need after a disaster or to
people lacking funds to purchase basic items.
This year, our district, Mountain Valley, will be
collecting two items for two different kits (school
and personal care). We will be collecting erasers
for school Kits and hand towels for personal care
Kits. _
Please see our collection location in the lobby area.
We will continue to collect through Sunday, May 24.
We will then transport to Williamsport for our
Annual/Conference gathering. Thank you always for
your generosity!

Geranium Orders

Watch for the Geranium Order forms in your
Sunday Bulletins. Honor or remember your
loved ones during this upcoming Pentecost
season. The flowers will be used to beautify
the outside of the church making our place
of worship a welcoming place for members
and visitors alike. Price is $7.00 and order
forms are due May 15 orders will not be
accepted after this date.
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Financial Reports
CHURCH BUDGET

General Fund Income 2026

General Fund Expenses 2026
Mission Fund Income 2026
Mission Fund Expenses 2026

MISSION GIVING

Mission Fund Income

January 2026
February 2026

March 2026

$107,229.22

Children’s Playground Ministry $232.00

Easter Egg Hunt & Breakfast
Human Relations Sunday
Sunday fellowship/Donuts
UMCOR

UMCOR Sunday (One Great Hour) $1,235.00

Total

MOUNT NITTANY NEWS

$99,079.06
$7,5691.00
$7,5691.00
Monthly Total Yearly Total
$1,381.00 $1,381.00
$3,387.00 $4,768.00
$2,823.00
$692.00
$ 4.00
$470.00
$190.00
$2,823.00 $7,591.00




CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRY

by Patty Decapria

Graduation Recognition

It will soon be time to congratulate those students who have completed high school and college
studies. We will be asking for information on those students who will be moving on in their
academic careers. Forms for graduate information will soon be available, and a date to
recognize those graduates in Sunday worship will be forthcoming soon.

Annual Conference Giving

Each year, the districts in our Annual Conference collect items for the various Kits Mission
Central provides to those in need after a disaster or to people lacking funds to purchase basic
items. This year, our district, Mountain Valley, will be collecting two items for two different Kits
(school and personal care). We will be collecting erasers for school Kits and hand towels for
personal care Kits. Please see our collection location in the lobby area. We will continue to
collect through Sunday, May 24. We will then transport to Williamsport for our Annual
Conference gathering. Thank you always for your generosity!

COMMUNICATION INFORMATION

In the years that | have served as a pastor, | have learned that every single church struggles with
communication. Often we are unsure of who we should be contacting about various issues, events,
etc. In that same time period, my wife has learned a saying that goes something like this: "about the
time you feel you are over communicating ... you are only just beginning to communicate." With
these thoughts in mind, helping to understand who is responsible for what might be helpful for all
of us.

Typically the church has new or returning leaders announced at Church Conference and they take
office in January. While this information was shared, it could have been done much better and I, as
the pastor, take responsibility for that breakdown. So, here are the various persons in the
congregation responsible for helping us accomplish our ministry of making disciples of Jesus as
we love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead courageously. If | miss anyone, | apologize and will ensure
to update to ensure we continue to improve communication within the congregation.

Our trustees are led by Gerry Dunn and Lee Copper. This group of individuals are responsible
for the building, property, legal contracts, and property use. If there are issues with the building
and grounds, these are your people.

Our Children & Youth ministries are led by Patty DeCapria. While Patty volunteers and serves in
many capacities within our congregation, such as some of our family ministries, working with the
children and youth is her primary area of service. If you have questions around ministry to and
with young persons, she is the go to! This would include outreach (Egg Hunt, Trunk or Treat, etc.)
to VBS and Children’'s church.

Pat Weaver and Amy Williams are the two to talk to about the finances of the congregation. These
two understand our budget better than almost anyone else. Pat is responsible for the Finance
Committee that cares for the financial resources that the congregation receives and utilizes. Amy
makes sure all funds are accounted for. con’'t on page 9
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FROM THE CHURCH COUNCIL

In preparation for the ministry activities of this year, the Church Council was looking at ways to
create a sense of whimsy before God. One of the ideas we discussed was doing something a little
different with worship on 5th Sundays during the year.

To that end, we would like to encourage persons coming for worship to experience coming to God
for worship with a bit more casual attire & whimsy. Our first 6th Sunday to experience this will
be May 31st. To celebrate the near beginning of Summer, if the weather permits, we would like to
come to God for worship in our summer attire. Come to worship wearing your favorite sunglasses
(whacky or practical), your bright Hawaiian shirt/baseball jersey, even your wide brimmed sun
hat.

During service we will give thanks for warmer weather, growing plants, sunshine, and the many
colors of summer.

Keep an eye out for other ways we hope to add play, interaction, and whimsy into our presence
before God.

IRONMAN SUNDAY

For the last few years Ironman has gone directly by our church building. We have had an
interesting interaction with it. Some bemoaning, others excited to cheer, and still others indifferent.
The truth is, this race is an opportunity. It is an opportunity to show the love of Jesus to racers,
fans, supporters, and passerbys.

This year Ironman lands on June 14th. Additionally, this year there have been a sizable number of
new neighbors move into our immediate area. In conversations with our new neighbors, it has
come to light that they want to get to know their neighbors and become part of a community.
Sound familiar? We, too, as a congregation have VOIGGd this desire. Ironman poses a potential
opportunity to do just exactly that! §

On June 14 after worship we are inviting each of you f’@-._p. ti pate in "tailgating" here in the
church parking lot and yard. As a university community knaWh for football, I think we know how
to tailgate. | definitely know that we have incredible cooks. Invites will also be delivered to our
immediate neighborhood to participate as well. Itscan be an amazing time of getting to know one
another and coreating lasting relationships that develop nto a community that demonstrates love,
service, and safety.

What you need to know: a) the date is June 14th b) the time is immediately after church (may be
outside or inside, thd) ¢) bring your tailgate cooking'skills d) have a willingness to get to know one
another better and new people e) denominational rules apply (i.e. no alcohol or tobacco on the
church campus) f) be prepared to cheer, play, and laugh.
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COMMUNICATION INFORMATION CON'T. FROM PAGE 7

If you have questions about banquets and meals, Wendy Franklin is the best person to contact. She
can tell you what, when, and how a banquet or special meal will look like. We all know how good the
food is, she is just as capable at answering questions about the whole feeding the hungry process
works here at Mt. Nittany.

Music. We all love various forms of music within the worship life of our congregation. James Beatty
leads congregational singing, choir, and bells. Questions on how to participate, special music, how music
is chosen can all be answered by him.

If you are wondering about Senior Adult Luncheon and Programing, Kimberlee Knepp can answer
your questions. She has recently started in this role and already has a few of the luncheons under her
belt. She will gladly help answer any questions you may have about this ministry.

Some of us have a knack for audio and visual equipment. Emily Gregory will gladly help you connect
to this ministry. There is always room for persons to help run sound, camera, and the weekly live feed
for worship. This team also occasionally is asked to help with weddings, funerals, and special events
here at the church. As a result, you can have an impact for Jesus beyond Sunday morning in this
ministry also!

The relationship between the congregation and the congregational staff is vital for communication,
ministry, and a sense of purpose. If there are concerns or celebrations as it relates to staff and
congregation working together, Emily Gregory is who to contact. She leads the Staff/Parish Relations
Committee. This group works to ensure our staff have the support they need to accomplish the
ministry tasks they are responsible for. This group is also responsible for ensuring a healthy working
relationship between staff and the congregation. Again, if there are concerns, celebrations, and
questions about this area of the congregation's health, Emily is who to reach out to.

If you are wondering how each of the committees and ministry leaders communicate with one another
to ensure healthy working relationships, you would be looking at the Church Administrative Council.
This is the group that gets together monthly to share what is happening in the various ministries,
ensure we are all working together toward the mission and vision of the congregation, to work out
snags that will inevitable occur, and to celebrate the successes God has lead us to. Kevin Bookamire
leads this group. If you want to make sure that information is shared with all the leaders, to pass on
thanks, celebration, effectiveness, or concerns that cover multiple avenues of ministry in our
congregation, or perhaps an idea for ministry you have but are unsure where to start; this is the place!

I have no doubt that | do not have all the many, many ministry leaders and groups in this article. Keep
an eye open next month as we talk about more. It is wonderful that God has provided leaders and
ministry groups, especially so many that it takes more than one article to cover them all.
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FROM THE AUDIO/VISUAL BOOTH

Sunday Audio/Visual Booth Help Needed

That booth in the back of the church may seem very
intimidating and you may think it requires knowledge
about technology that you do not have. WRONG!
Here's a short description of each position.

Sound attendant - Looking at that sound board is
daunting. However, it is all preset. The only thing
someone has to do is push the mute button for the
various mikes being used. Usually it is only the
handheld or the lapel/ear mike. Occasionally the
pulpit mike is used. All the other mikes stay on or off
and don’t need attention during the service.

Slide attendant - This is done at the computer. Just
advance the slides as the service progresses. Paying
attention is the main skill needed. Pushing the button
to put the screens down before service and up at the
end of service, using the remotes to turn the
projectors on before service and after are other jobs.
There may be a few other buttons to attend to on the
Kramer box. No worries. This is rare and you will be
shown.

Livestream attendant — No lie. This requires a bit
more training. Emily will work with you until you feel
comfortable. Once you have it, you will be a pro.
There are instructions to refer to and LOTS of
support. It does not really require technological
knowledge.

MOUNT NITTANY NEWS

Slide creation — No lie here either.
Knowing how to do Powerpoint is a good
start. We use Propresenter and this does
require training and a time commitment.
Dawn or Emily will train you. There are
also several Youtube training videos that
can be helpful.

Don’t be afraid to find out more about any of
these jobs. If you want to sit in the booth for
a service or two to see things in action, no
problem. If you want to see how the slide
creations work, no problem. Just let Emily
Gregory know you are interested. (See
contact information below). Help is need for
all these positions and training and support
is plentiful!

emgregorylo@yahoo.com

814-360-5032
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Ramblins Con’t.

These are listed immediately after a list of the "desires of the flesh" which, if you go and read
them, there is plenty of evidence of in the world.

So, how do we produce this fruit that, | believe, demonstrates true life. Every single one of these
fruits are actionable. They can be done over and over, practiced until they become "muscle
memory" of our very spirit. They are not bound by human boundaries meant to separate person
from person. They are not bound by law. They are free, life giving, hope providing.

Now that Spring is in full swing, take a look at your life. Are you producing fruit? How is that
fruit developing? Is there "pruning" that needs done to ensure a bigger, larger "crop" of Spiritual
fruit? The way we determine this is over against the very list found in the previous verses of
Galatians 5. With the "weeds" listed there, we must ensure we are striving to keep ourselves
centered on what Jesus would do? What Jesus would call us to? What would change for the better
if we focused on the Fruit of the Spirit rather than the fruit of the flesh?

Thanks for Ramblin along with me.

May Awareness Month

Focuses on:
Health and Wellness

e Jewish

+ Motorcycle Safety

* Physical Fithess/Sports

+ National Nurses Day/WeekMay 6
Environmental & Other

« World Bee Day May 20

+ International Biological Diversity Day May 22

+ Endangered Species Day May 15

¢ Air Quality Week

Celiac Disease
Ehlers-Danlos Syndrome

* Children’s Mental Health May 3-9

¢ Various Cancer’s

e Cystic Fibrosis

* Arthritis Lifestyle and Heritage

* Stroke « Asian American & Pacific Islander
e Hepatitis

.

.
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Surday

05

Morday

2026

TueSday WedneSday ThursSday Friday Saturday
1 2
Parent’s Night
out
6-7:30pm

e WENTAL[ |

ES:?:;?S:[ ¥ = Ft:ilr]?elﬁiﬁ Family Fun Annual

S Night 6:30- Conference
ceremony Luncheon 8:300m 9-11am
12-4pm 10-2pm s i
10 Ny 11 12 15 16
X _ )'! I Ji 'ﬁ_%l&‘?'l- ALLERGY] sPRC6pm
;/ M Finance 7pm Knitting 9am
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Last Quilting Giving Garden Giving Garden

Session until Planting Planting

fall 6-7pm 9-10am
26 21 28 29 30

Lay Servant
Office Closed Trustees 6pm Kiithing Sam Ministries
Memorial day Admin. 7pm g 8:30am-
3:30pm

Pastor Hours 9-11am

every Mon. &

Tues.

Quilters 9:30am every Mon.

1°' Tuesday of the Month
Scout Leader 7-9pm
Boardroom

Girl Scouts
every Wed.

FLC

Karate every
Thurs. 5:30-6:30pm
FLC

Youth Gathering 3-5pm
Park Forest UMC
May 3, 10 & 17
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6-7:30pm FLC
Scouts 5-8:30pm
Every Tuesday
26 Adv. Ceremony 5-8:30pm (if it rains)

FLC




