
Each Advent Season, we tend to fall lockstep into the countdown to
the celebration of Christmas. Who wouldn't? There is just so much
to look forward to: Gatherings of friends and family, holiday
events, special worship services, the lights, the presents, the good
cheer... And certainly, we should celebrate such a joyous season as
we remember the Christ Child's birth.
But Advent itself isn't really meant to be a countdown to
Christmas; instead, it's a time of preparation - to get ready for
Christ's return and the 
establishment of the full 
kingdom of God.
And that means we're going somewhere, and it isn't backward. Just
as we are works in progress, we long for the day we are renewed.
And that, indeed, is something to count down toward and look
forward to.
We're spending some time this Advent season studying both
ancient prophecy and Gospel stories that tell of God's plan to bring
us into His Kingdom. It's something we all aspire to and we look
forward to on this Journey of Ascents.
But here's the most fascinating part: Even though we know the
Nativity story - How Mary was visited by God's Spirit, how angels
foretold of Christ's coming, how wise men followed a star -
sometimes, we need to take a step back from what we know so that
God can reveal even more.
Just as each of the people mentioned above are examples of the
most unlikely, they remind us that we are all longing for something
more - something we don't yet fully understand. But we will, when
Christ comes in his final victory. And that's something to look
forward to, for sure.
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We trust in God that He will continue to lead us, to provide for us,
to teach us, and to always be with us, just as He promised. But
sometimes, we fall into patterns and habits — even religious
traditions — that become blinders to us for what God wants to
reveal and how He wants or needs us to change. And none of us is
exempt. 
My dear church, we have some changes coming up in the New
Year that will cause us to rethink our worship and who we are as
Christ’s people in the world. My hope is that they are positive
changes, and that we remain obedient to where God calls us, for
while the world might change around us, and we might even be
called to different paths, the mission of Christ’s body always
remains constant. And that is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for
the Transformation of the world (Matt 28). 
Over the past year, and especially since in the wake of the
pandemic, I have felt God’s Spirit calling me to a season of
renewal — a time of solitude to discern my ministry, my calling
and my future direction. In concert with our Book of Discipline,
pastors are allowed sabbatical and renewal leave, and upon the
recommendations and approvals of our bishops, cabinet, district
superintendent and this church’s Administrative Council and
Staff/Pastor Relations Committee, I will be stepping away for a six-
week sabbatical beginning Jan. 2. 
My prayer is that I am able to rest, retreat and renew, while I
discern God’s call for my ministry. In the following pages, you will
see a Frequently Asked Questions article that addresses what the
six-week sabbatical will look like, and how, through the help of
our church team leaders and PRC, we will negotiate those weeks. 
Another important change that is coming in the New Year is a
move to combine our 8:30 and 10 am Sunday worship services
into one 9:30 am service. Again, in the following pages, you will
see an article that outlines the decision and plans to move to one
service, and what that will look like. 
My prayer is that these changes will bring us together in ways we
may not think possible, and that God will lead us to what He has
for us next. In grace, faith and great cooperation, this indeed can
— and should — be an exciting time as we work, worship and
fellowship together, in God’s loving embrace. 
There is still so much to look forward to, and, as we remember and
live-out the Advent message of preparation, God truly will bring
us to new heights. 
May the God bless you and yours this holiday season,

Pastor Chris
Contact Pastor Chris at 814-232-1717 or cpassante@susumc.org. 
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What is a renewal leave? 
Under Paragraph 350.3 of The United
Methodist Book of Discipline (2016), “a
clergy member may request a formational
and spiritual growth leave of up to six
months while continuing to hold an
appointment in the local church. Such
leaves are available to clergy members
who have held full-time appointments for
at least six years. Such a leave shall be
with the approval of the committee on
pastor-parish relations, the church
council, and the district superintendent.
Annual conferences are encouraged to
assist with pulpit supply and other
temporary support for such leaves.”
Such a leave is defined as a time freed
from normal duties in order to pursue
spiritual and personal growth in the
practice of ministry, and/or acquiring
knowledge in related fields. Renewal
leave is intended to prepare pastors to
return to their pastoral appointments,
empowered to continue his or her
ministries. 

Has Pastor Chris taken a renewal leave? 
No. Pastor Chris has not taken renewal
leave since he began ministry in 2015,
with Grays UMC, Trinity UMC and Mount
Nittany UMC. 

How long would Pastor be on leave? 
Pastor Chris will be on renewal leave for
six weeks, beginning Monday, January 2,
2023, and returning Monday, February 13,
2023. His time away will include a total of
6 Sundays: January 8, 15, 22, 29 and
February 5 and 12. 

Would Pastor Chris return as our pastor? 
Barring any unforeseen circumstance,
Pastor Chris would continue as Mount
Nittany Church’s pastor upon his return. 

 

 

Sabbatical FAQ
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Would Pastor Chris be compensated?
Per the Book of Discipline, a pastor would
be paid his or her regular salary and
benefits during the leave. 

What would Pastor Chris do on leave? 
During his renewal leave, Pastor Chris will
primarily focus on self-care, travel,
discernment, retreat and deep spiritual
disciplines. 

Why is this a good time for Pastor Chris to
take the leave? 
Since Pastor Chris’s appointment to Mount
Nittany Church in 2019, he has created
and implemented a discipleship pathways
plan, which had been revised during the
Covid-19 period. During the pandemic,
Pastor Chris continued to grow the church
and its ministries despite having to adjust
to online platforms, which are critical
worship tools. There also has been
considerable turnover with staff and
volunteers, as well as committee
leadership in which Pastor Chris had to
carry. He also has had two major surgeries
over the last three years, and has been
battling pancreatitis brought on due to
stress. Since beginning ministry in 2015,
Pastor Chris has served as a part- then
full-time pastor, completed his Master’s in
Divinity from Wesley Theological Seminary
in less than four years, and raised his two
children, Kostyn and Evan. In 2022, Pastor
Chris married Susan, and they blended a
family and moved into a new home. 

Why is this a good time for Mount Nittany
Church to have him take the leave?
It has been a busy season for the church,
and we enter into a season in which
Advent and Christmas as well as Church
Conference are behind us, and with Lent
beginning earlier in 2023, a six-week span
is not likely during the first two quarters. 
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After a prolonged period of low worship attendance on Sunday
mornings, Mount Nittany Church will combine its 8:30 and 10 am
services into one 9:30 am service beginning Jan. 1, 2023. 
While the low numbers can be attributed to changes in attendance
habits in the post-pandemic world, with more people worshipping
online asynchronously and others having moved to different
churches for personal reasons 
during church closures and 
masking mandates, other 
factors have come into play. 
Among them are increased 
political polarity within cong-
regations who lean either more
progressive or traditional, and 
the ongoing schism within the 
United Methodist Church over human sexuality and other issues. 
Finally, church attendance patterns in mainstream denominational
churches such as ours have been on a significant downward trend
for the past three decades, and for the first time in history, fewer
than half of American adults claim to belong to a religious
congregation. 
Certainly, the pandemic hasn’t helped, and it’s difficult to see how
church attendance and even belief in Jesus Christ will pan out in
the coming years, but one thing is certain: We are indeed a
different church today than we were before the pandemic, just as
we were a different church in the decade before.
While our mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world (Matt 28) has not changed,
participation in that mission certainly has. 
Since being appointed to Mount Nittany Church in July 2019, we
have welcomed 33 new members into the fold, which marks the
most new members in the last decade. However, while reversing a
decade-long decrease in weekly worship attendance, down from
201 in 2013 to 141 in 2018, by 2019, we have begun to climb upward
again to 147 and even added a third service in the early stages of
the pandemic. 
In our regrowth, we began new or revitalized former ministries.
We made several new and additional hires, created a discipleship
pathways plan, added new audio-visual technology, an online
presence, rebuilt our website, renovated our sanctuary, lobby,
common space and outdoor areas, and we grow in both visitors
and new attendees. 

Continued from  page 2
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One Service Begins January 1
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How will we keep the mission of Jesus
alive during Pastor Chris's leave?
Truly, every member of this congregation
is called to be the body, and we are
blessed to have strong leadership in our
ministry teams to help carry us through.
Like Pastor Chris’s renewal, it is a good
time for the congregation to also renew
its commitment to being the hands and
feet of Jesus in the world. 

Who would preach and lead worship? 
We are blessed to have a retired and
unassigned ministers and active lay
leaders in both our district and our
congregation, and we are equally blessed
to have faithful community members who
will be able to step in as well.

Who would handle funerals and pastoral
care in Pastor Chris’s absence?
We would rely on our local pastors in our
ministerium to provide coverage, as well
as area ministers and lay leaders. 

Who would be in charge of staff and
operating decisions?
Our SPPRC will ensure coverage is in
place during Pastor Chris’s renewal leave,
and team leaders will be able to tend to
regular and special needs. Bob Kidder,
our PRC chairman, would be able to
contact Pastor Chris if his input is
absolutely necessary. 

Who should I contact with questions? 
Our SPPRC Chairman, Bob Kidder.

What can I do to help the church and
Pastor Chris?
You can help by volunteering your time,
talents, gifts and services to the church,
during worship, with helping in ministry
and church services, and, most of all,
praying for Pastor Chris and his family
during his sabbatical. 
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The pandemic had a chilling effect on momentum. In 2020, the first
full year of the pandemic, in-person worship plummeted to an
average of 69 people per week (although online efforts grew by
about 300 percent). In 2021, however, we were never able to
rebound, averaging 87 people over two worship services. Finally, so
far in 2022, we are stuck at 86 for average weekly attendance.
When we study the numbers in our own church as well as in those
around us and across the nation, we’re seeing the same troubling
decreases. But the decrease of in-person worship attendance is
only one prong of a three-prong issue. A second is a result of the
first: Without people in worship, there is a commensurate dearth in
volunteers. Since Covid, worship volunteer positions have been
difficult to fill. We see that in the audio-visual booth, with ushers,
greeters, liturgists, money-counters, child care and children’s
ministries, but we also see that same lack in missions, on church
boards and committees, and special events, including banquets. 
It’s no secret that for the better part of a year, we didn’t have a
chairperson for the PRC, and we have been without a missions
director for the past three years. Board and committee members
have been primarily the same people, maxing out their six-year
terms, then hopping on to another board to serve for another six.
And the primary reason that we have drive-through football and
community dinners and no community Thanksgiving meal is simply
because we cannot staff them. And we have struggled to have a
second person simply to be stationed in the room during
Children’s Church for Safe Sanctuary purposes. 
The reality is not that we’re a dying church, and no one should
believe we are; we are vital, we give generously, and for the
amount of members we do have, we are indeed an effective church. 
What we aren’t though is the same church we were in 2000, when
weekly worship numbers were far above 200 people. 
And that leads us to our third prong in this equation. 
National church studies have shown us a few things over the years.
The first is that the best time to glean as many people as possible
for Sunday worship is 9:30 am — they call it the “sweet spot.” It’s
late enough that parents can get their kiddos out of bed, fed and
dressed, but not so late that it cuts into folks’ days. 
The studies also show that the sweet spot for attendance is around
75 percent of a sanctuary’s capacity. Below 50 percent, and the
place looks empty and doesn’t entice visitors to stick around, not
does it energize current worshippers. And the converse is also
true: Over 85 percent capacity, and it’s too crowded for a new
visitor, and longstanding folks fight over their pews (it happens).
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As it stands, with only 86 people on
average over two worship services, we are
filling on average only 19 percent of
comfortable capacity. 
The idea is while 86 people in one service
is still less than half capacity, the church
wouldn’t look like a dying congregation. 
Too, with so few people split among two
services, there isn’t a healthy fellowship;
that is, “doing” church together. 
Our hope is that having one service —
with the entire church together singing,
praising God, learning and fellowshipping
— may engage our members in a renewed
energy, and we would look a whole lot
more appealing to those visiting for the
first few times. 
Likewise, it will be much easier to be able
to staff our worship services with
volunteers, attract more people to choir
and other special music programs, and
build new bridges among folks who never
see their other-service counterparts. 
Of course, our hope and prayer is that this
move takes some of the pressure off our
volunteers, energizes the congregation in
a new way, looks more attractive to
newcomers, but that through all of this, it
gradually rebuilds our worship numbers. 
And when that day comes — and I
sincerely hope you join me in praying for
it — we will again look at creating a
second service. 
Until then, let’s look forward to sharing in
worship with our entire church family,
creating new memories, welcoming in new
members, renewing our call to share our
spiritual gifts, and, of course, make
disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.

Contact Pastor Chris at 814-232-1717 or
cpassante@susumc.org. 

Continued from  page 4 Trustees Report
BY DAVE SPOTTS

I want to thank Lee Copper, Rick Edmiston, Joyce Kerr, Lisa
Weaver, John Williams, Mary Jane Johnson, Patty DeCapria and
Pastor Chris for their time and dedication while serving as
Church Trustees.
In 2022, we coordinated and/or conducted the following projects:
tested our water backflow; tested the fire alarm system; repaired
the church entrance canopy; created an office and
painted/carpeted two rooms within the first floor of the
Education Building; signed a lease agreement with Hummingbird
ABA Therapy for the second floor of the Education Building;
installed rain gutter guards on the parsonage; replaced the
parsonage driveway; conducted numerous improvements to the
parsonage in order to obtain a long-term rental permit from
Center Region Codes Office; signed a contract with Associated
Realty to manage the rental of the parsonage; installed a new
carillon bell system in the church; resealed the church parking
lot; enhanced the Prayer Garden; replaced one water heater;
repaired two Family Life Center HVAC units; conducted
improvements to the playground; installed three park benches on
our church campus; and refurbished the Church sign on East
Branch Road. 
The Trustees also worked toward finishing the Sanctuary/Lobby
project. New furniture and wall hangings were added to the lobby
while a contract was signed with Epiphany Studios to update the
nine sanctuary windows. The Trustees received numerous
requests to add stained glass, so an opportunity was provided to
the congregation to fund the additional cost. We are excited to
report that sufficient funds have been collected to include
stained glass. Our new windows are being built and are
scheduled to be installed during the spring of 2023. On behalf of
the Trustees, I want to thank all of you that have supported this
important church project.
Finally, we are extremely grateful to Tom Kline, who once again
cut the grass and helped make our campus beautiful at no
expense to our church. Tom has requested an assistant to help
him out with his future lawn care services. If you are interested
in helping him out, please contact Tom or me.
Dave Spotts, Chair, Board of Trustees
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Child and Youth Education
BY PATTY DECAPRIA

It is hard to believe 2022 is winding down.Personally, I have had great joy in
my family: I have been blessed with two new granddaughters. Perhaps this is
why I want our children’s ministry to thrive — so that it will be available to
those precious children when they are old enough to attend.
Pastor Stephanie is a hard act to 
follow. The children loved her 
and her teachings were enhanced
by her deep love of God. She 
carried that love and made sure 
the children knew they were loved.
That is what I would like our children
to know; Jesus loves them always! 
We will begin our Advent lessons a 
little early — November 20. 
Shepherds were not always welcome in Bible times. They were often on the
outskirts of society and maybe one of the lowest of the social classes. And
yet, Jesus' arrival first was proclaimed to these shepherds. God does that
often and on purpose! He lets the lowly know they are valued, wanted, and
loved. 
Just as the shepherds loved their sheep, so God loves his children. There is
nothing that can separate us from his love. We all need to know that, but
especially our children. Thank you for your prayers and support of this
ministry. I am sure we will continue to do great things in 2023.

Sunday morning schedule:
December 4
8:30 worship time with nursery children
10 worship time with elementary children

December 11 
8:30 worship time with nursery children 
10 worship time with elementary children

December 18
9:30 Cantata - no children’s education (activity sheets available)

December 25  
9:30 Christmas Day - no children’s education (activity sheets available) 

Contact Patty DeCapria at pattydecapria@gmail.com

Child & Youth Notes

Parent's Night Out Date Change
Because of the craft fair on Dec. 3,
Parents Night Out will be held on the
second Friday of the month: Dec. 9.
We will be centering our time on the
joy of Christmas and Jesus’ love for us. 
Parents Night Out is free to children
ages 4 to 13 from 6 to 7:30 pm.
Please continue to pray for this
ministry; we have such fun creating
and sharing this time with the
children. 
Thank you to our faithful helpers every
month. The children are building
friendships with one another and also
with the adults. It is a great time each
month.

Angel Tree Ministry
Before Covid, our congregation was
given names of families with needs
and wishes for Christmas. Our team
gathered information and assembled
“angels” hung on a tree that reflected
a gift for that child or family member.
Although we would love to go back to
that process of helping families
during the Christmas season, the
number of volunteers available to
make this ministry a success is not
feasible. 
Last year we purchased grocery gift
cards for families of elementary
schools. 
We have been in contact with the
elementary schools and will provide
grocery gift cards again this year. 
This is one way we can share Christ’s
love with our community. The monies
have come from mission offerings
throughout the year. 
Thank you for your generous giving.
These families thank you as does the
staff at the elementary school for
loving generosity.
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Banquet News
THANK YOU,  VOLUNTEERS!

Football dinners gone for another year, but don't worry: They will
be back before you know it! Drive-thru Community Dinners —
every last Saturday of the month —  will begin January 28, and we
will be serving turkey.
Thank you to all the volunteers who spent time at the church to
make these events a success. It couldn't happen without each and
everyone. For this year’s football dinners, we sold 1,691 meals
between six dinners. 
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HOLIDAY SHOP AT OUR ANNUAL CRAFT FAIR  

Need to start your Christmas shopping or get your holiday
shopping list all checked off? Stop by Mount Nittany Church's
Holiday Craft Fair on Saturday, December 3 from 9 am to 3 pm. 
An array of vendors are guaranteed to have items on your
shopping list as well as something special for you. There will be
food for sale and baked goods from our church family to round
out your day. If you are able to help that day, greeters at the door  
or help in the kitchen, please see Wendy Franklin.

BAKERS NEEDED FOR CRAFT FAIR

Our annual Holiday Craft Fair on Dec. 3 is in need of baked goods
to sell to our many guests. Pull out your favorite baked good
recipes, and get ready to bake (like fudge, cookies, homemade
bread, pies are all good sellers, but there are many more yummy
treats out there). 
Please have all baked goods delivered to the church between 6
and 8 pm on Friday, Dec. 2 or by 8:30 am on Saturday, December 3.
If these times don't work, please see Wendy Franklin to make
other arrangements. 

JOIN OUR CHRISTMAS GATHERING DEC.  18

Following the Christmas Cantata on December 18, (one service at
9:30 am), join your church family for a Christmas gathering in the
FLC to enjoy some festive treats while greeting others with
holiday cheer. If you are able to contribute pastries or cookies,
please see Wendy. 
 

Advent & Christmas   

Advent Worship
Sundays in December 
8:30+10 am Sanctuary

Advent Bible Study
Mondays in December 
6:30 pm Board Room

Holiday Craft Fair
Saturday, December 3 
9am-3 pm FLC

Parent’s Night Out
Friday, December 9, 
6 pm FLC

Christmas Cantata
Sunday, December 18
9:30 am Sanctuary

Christmas Party
Sunday, December 18
10:30 am FLC

The Longest Night Worship 
Wednesday, December 21
6:30 pm Sanctuary

Christmas Eve Worship
Saturday, December 24
6+7:30 pm Sanctuary

Christmas Day Worship 
Sunday, December 25
9:30 am Sanctuary

Epiphany Worship
Sunday, January 1
9:30 am Sanctuary
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Christmas Cantata 'We're Glad You Came,'  December 18
This year's Christmas Cantata -- "We're
Glad You Came: A Musical Celebration of
the Savior's Birth" -- will be integrated into
our Advent worship series at 9:30 am on
Sunday, December 18. Note there is only
one service on December 18.
If you are interested in singing with the
choir or playing in the bell choir, practices
are as follows:

Wednesday, Dec. 7
Bell choir 6:15-7pm
Chapel choir 7:15pm to 8:15pm 

Sunday, Dec. 11 
Chapel Choir 4-5pm

Wednesday, Dec. 14
Bell Choir 6:15-7pm
Chapel Choir 7:15-8:15pm

Saturday Dec, 17
Bell Choir 9:30-10:30am 
Chapel  Choir 10:45am-noon
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COLLEGE MINISTRY

We are gathering names of our young adults who are furthering
their education to send greetings and a small surprise from their
Mount Nittany Church family. These cards will be mailed late
November. We pray these cards will let our students, who may not
be able to be with us during the school year, know that they are
thought of and wished the best in their studies.

 

 
SENIOR ADULT LUNCHEON DECEMBER 14

Mark your calendar for Wednesday, Dec. 14 at 12 noon for our
Senior Adult Luncheon Christmas gathering with Carl Hill cooking
and Susan Passante presenting her program on her business, Taste
Buds Kitchen. 
A Sign up sheet is available in the church lobby. 
For more information, contact BJ Wurst at 814-548-7838 
 1happygram@comcast.net.

The Susquehanna, Western PA, and
West Virginia Conference
delegations met recently to address
several issues that affect the
Susquehanna Conference of the
United Methodist Church. Key
Points include:
• Bishops Cynthia Moore-Koikoi and
Sandra Steiner Ball will continue to
provide episcopal coverage for the
Susquehanna Conference.
• Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Salsgiver was
elected to continue serving as the
Northeastern Jurisdiction
Conference Secretary.
• Rev. Dr. Kathleen E. Kind, along
with other Directors of
Connectional
Ministries, delivered the NEJ Call to
Action against racism.
• Susquehanna Delegate Rev.
Matthew E. Lake put forth a motion
to postpone the election of a
second bishop after rounds of
dead-locked voting.
• Rev. Rebecca L. Holland advocated
for users with disabilities when
debating logistics of conferencing
over Zoom.
• The next jurisdictional conference
will be held in Western
Pennsylvania in
2024
• General Conference will be held
in Charlotte, North Carolina on
April 23 – May 3, 2024.

 
The IHS Free Furniture Program
needs your support! Right now,
inventory is low. Any gently used
mattresses, dressers, tables,
couches, and chairs you can donate
will help low-income families in
Centre County. Doorstop pickup is
available by calling/texting 814-810-
3520.

Announcements

 
DECEMBER FAMILY FUN NIGHT CANCELLED

We will be canceling our Family Fun Night in December. Our folks
decided to pause our gatherings until January. Thank you to all
those who have been faithful — sharing their snacks, games, and
fellowship. Please join us in January as we resume on Friday,
January 13 from 6:30 to 8:30 pm for lots of games and laughs! 
THE LONGEST NIGHT WORSHIP DEC.  21 ,  6 :30 PM

While the holidays are a time of gathering with family and
enjoying the festivities as we welcome the Christ-child, for many
people, certain events may leave them feeling lonely, isolated or
depressed. Loss of a loved one, a friend, a job, an ability or a
change in homes, children or any situations among other things
sometimes leave us feeling down during the holidays. Know that
you’re not alone. 
We gather on the Longest Night of the year — the evening of the
Winter Solstice, in which the period daylight is the shortest and
darkness is at its longest — to hear the comforting words and
promises of our good and loving God. Worship, prayer, fellowship
and praise on this night are meaningful, moving and meditative to
show that although there are sometimes long nights of darkness,
there is always the promise of light. 
Please join us Dec. 21 at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary for this most
special of evenings.

Delegation News

 
DONATE FURNITURE
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We had a wonderful Sunday honoring our veterans at
Mount Nittany Church, Nov. 13. 
Four veterans received Quilts of Valor, made by the
loving hands of the Happy Valley Quilts of Valor group.
Mount Nittany Church members who presented the
quilts are also QOV members.
We are thankful for Carolyn Foust who gave the
presentation, as well as for  John and Cathy Rideout 
and Sally Ripka, who also helped with the presentation.  

Veterans honored were:

Robert Kline, US Navy Reserve, 1965-71, US Army
Reserve, 1979-87
Bryan Lewis, US Army, Navy, 1990-94, 1996-2016
John Williams, US Marines, 1988-92
Gerald Herr, US Navy, 1962-65

Thank you to all veterans!

PAGE 10

Veterans honored with Quilts of Valor
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Focus on Missions | December
DEC 4 :  INTERFAITH HUMAN SERVICES -  GENERAL FUND  

Interfaith Human Services reaches out to support residents in Centre County in 4
principal ways: the Center County Fuel Bank which helps people avoid hearing
emergencies, the Free Furniture and Appliance Recycling Program which
provides furniture and appliances at no cost to the recipients, Basic Needs
Financial Assistance which provides emergency funds for things like rent and
medical expenses, and the Financial Care Program that helps families manage
their bills and budgets. In addition to supporting IHS with your gift today, you
can shop at the Ten Thousand Villages store at 1341 S. Atherton Street on Dec. 14.
Mention Interfaith Human services at check out and Ten Thousand Villages will
donate 10% of your purchase to Interfaith Human Services.

DEC 11 :  F IRST MILE OF GIVING  

Our benevolent shares help support the entire mission of the Susquehanna
Conference UMC. Shares are used for administrative needs and the numerous
ministries that the Conference oversees. Camp Penn, Green Hills, Mount Ashbury
and Wesley Forest are the camp retreats that the Conference maintains. The
Conference is also directly involved with numerous other ministries such as
Mission Central, The Neighborhood Center, Walk to Emmaus, Mission U and The
Center. You can learn more about the Susquehanna Conference UMC at
https://susumc.org

DEC 18 :  UMCOR

As the humanitarian relief and development arm of The United Methodist
Church, the United Methodist Committee on Relief – UMCOR – assists United
Methodists and churches to become involved globally in direct ministry to
persons in need. UMCOR comes alongside those who suffer from natural or
human-caused disasters – famine, hurricane, war, flood, fire or other events—to
alleviate suffering and serve as a source of help and hope for the vulnerable.
This year, the list of projects is long, including support for those affected by the
war in Ukraine, recovery from wildfires in New Mexico, and hurricane relief in
Florida. Follow UMCOR on Facebook to be aware of communities in need of
prayer and support around the world: https://www.facebook.com/UMCOR
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DEC 25 :  OUT OF THE COLD

Out of the Cold’s principle mission is to provide a low-barrier shelter for
people in need of emergency overnight shelter. Each evening guests are
welcomed, served a hot meal, given a cot, warm blankets, and a place to sleep.
Breakfast is served in the morning and before leaving guests can register to
return that evening. At the end of 2021, Out of the Cold achieved a milestone
goal of purchasing a property it hopes can become a permanent site for
overnight sheltering. Renovations and staff hiring are ongoing to make this
goal possible. In addition to your support today, consider another easy way to
help raise money for Out of the Cold by participating with Goodco
Mechanical’s sponsorship for the holiday season. Goodco technicians will leave
behind a Gus the Elf at some of the homes where they work. When a customer
posts a picture of the elf on Facebook, Goodco will donate $1 for every share.
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connect+grow+impact

J o h n / L o u i s a  S h a w v e r ,  P a t t y  D e C a p r i a

J a m e s  B e a t t y

C a t h y  R i d e o u t ,  C h r i s  M c C a n n

P a t  W e a v e r ,  T o m  &  G i n n y  K l i n e

L e e  &  E l l e n  C o p p e r

  1 2 / 0 4

 

1 2 / 1 1

1 2 / 1 8

1 2 / 2 5

D E C E M B E R  C O U N T E R S

C a r l  H i l l ,  B r e n d a  P e t e r s

B a r b a r a  D e r z a k ,  C h r i s t i n e  M c C a n n

V i c t o r i a  P r e w i t t  

6 : 3 0 p m  B o b  K i d d e r

6 : 0 0 p m  V i c t o r i a  P r e w i t t  7 : 3 0  J u d i t h  S m i t h

9 : 3 0 a m  J a m e s  B e a t t y  

1 2 / 4

1 2 / 1 1

1 2 / 1 8

1 2 / 2 1

1 2 / 2 4

1 2 / 2 5

D E C E M B E R  L I T U R G I S T S
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ADVENT BIBLE STUDY 
 

We don’t know why the Grinch hated Christmas. We
just know he did. In this new adult Advent study, we
will explore the faith themes in the Christmas classic,
"How the Grinch Stole Christmas!" including, how did
the Grinch’s heart grow three sizes come Christmas
morning? How did Christmas save the Grinch? Could it
be that the very thing we think we hate is the one
thing that changes our lives? 
This Advent and Christmas season, join Pastor Chris in
a four-week look at a familiar classic through the lens
of faith and see how Christ speaks to us through our
culture. 
Contact Pastor Chris if you would like more
information, or for your Advent Study Book -- free to
you! 

Advent Study Dates + Times:
Mondays 6:30-7:30 pm, Dec. 5,12, and concludes the 19th

Searching for more? 

mtnittanyumc.org
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Financial Reports 

G e n e r a l  F u n d  I n c o m e  2 0 2 2

G e n e r a l  F u n d  E x p e n s e s  2 0 2 2

S a n c t u a r y / L o b b y / W i n d o w  P r o j e c t  E n d i n g  B a l a n c e  2 0 2 1

S a n c t u a r y / L o b b y / W i n d o w  P r o j e c t  I n c o m e  2 0 2 2

S a n c t u a r y / L o b b y / W i n d o w  P r o j e c t  E x p e n s e s  2 0 2 2

M i s s i o n  F u n d  I n c o m e  2 0 2 2

M i s s i o n  F u n d  E x p e n s e s  2 0 2 2

$ 4 0 7 , 2 6 2 . 0 1

$ 3 3 4 , 9 5 6 . 4 0

 $ 2 8 , 6 3 6 . 9 8

$ 5 4 , 8 2 5 . 0 0

$ 4 6 , 5 2 1 . 6 6

$ 3 2 , 3 1 2 . 8 7

$ 3 2 , 3 1 2 . 8 7

C H U R C H  B U D G E T  |  J A N U A R Y - O C T O B E R  2 0 2 2

m i s s i o n  f u n d  i n c o m e

J a n u a r y  2 0 2 2  

F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 2

M a r c h  2 0 2 2

A p r i l  2 0 2 2

M a y  2 0 2 2

J u n e  2 0 2 2

J u l y  2 0 2 2

A u g u s t  2 0 2 2

S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 2

O c t o b e r  2 0 2 2

   C e n t e r  f o r  A l t e r n a t i v e s  i n  C o m m u n i t y  J u s t i c e

   C o n f e r e n c e  B e n e v o l e n t  S h a r e s

   F o o d  B a n k

   V o l u n t e e r s  i n  M i s s i o n  S u n d a y  

   W o r l d  W i d e  C o m m u n i o n

T O T A L

y e a r l y  t o t a l

$ 2 5 5 9 . 0 0

5 4 0 3 . 0 0

9 0 4 6 . 0 0

1 5 . 7 2 8 . 0 0

1 9 2 2 6 . 0 0

2 2 3 4 4 . 8 7

2 4 9 6 0 . 8 7

2 7 6 3 7 . 8 7

2 9 , 7 1 2 . 8 7

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 2 , 3 1 2 . 8 7

M I S S I O N  G I V I N G
m o n t h l y  t o t a l

$ 2 5 5 9 . 0 0

2 8 4 4 . 0 0

3 6 4 3 . 0 0

6 6 8 2 . 0 0

3 4 9 8 . 0 0

3 1 1 8 . 8 7

2 6 1 6 . 0 0

2 6 7 7 . 0 0

2 , 0 7 5 . 0 0

 

 

$ 4 6 0 . 0 0

9 3 5 . 0 0

2 0 . 0 0

5 2 2 . 0 0

6 6 3 . 0 0

2 , 6 0 0 . 0 0

searching for more?
ways to serve•events•contacts•ministries•archives•videos
www.MtNittanyUMC.org
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Administrative Board
The Administrative Board plans and implements the
programs and ministry of the local church and oversees the
church administration. It is composed of the chairs of their
respective committees and an at-large member. 
Chair: James Beatty
Members: Dave Spotts, Pat Weaver, Patty DeCapria, John
Williams, Wendy Franklin, Robert Kidder, Pastor
Christopher Passante
 
Board of Trustees
The Board of Trustees supervises and maintains church
property and equipment and plans and sets policies for the
use of the property and equipment.  
Chair: Dave Spotts
Members: Rick Edmiston, Roger Wurst, Joyce Kerr, Lee
Copper, Lisa Weaver, Patty DeCapria, Mary Jane Johnson,
John Williams, Pastor Christopher Passante
 
Finance Committee
The finance committee administers the finances and serves
as the treasurer of the denomination, receiving and
disbursing all general funds. General agencies are
accountable to the Administrative Board of their fiscal
administration.
Chair: Pat Weaver
Members: Joyce Kerr, secretary; Amy Williams, James
Beatty, Patty DeCapria, Ellen Copper, Dave Spotts, Chris
McCann, John Rideout, Cathy Rideout, Pastor Christopher
Passante
 
Staff-Parish-Pastor Relations Committee
The SPPRC Committee cares for the pastor and staff and
their families; promotes unity in the church; develops job
descriptions  and annually reviews church staff; identifies
and encourages staff development; and sets policy for
hiring, contracting, evaluating, promoting, retiring, and
dismissing staff personnel.
Chair: Robert Kidder
Members: Ellen Copper, Jim Eberly, Pat Weaver, Patty
DeCapria, Emily Gregory, Pastor Christopher Passante 
 
Worship Committee
The Worship Committee works with the pastor and minister
of music to organize and design special opportunities for
worship that will help the congregation experience their
relationship with God, grow in the knowledge of God, and
help them live more faithfully as a Christian community. 
Chair: James Beatty
Members: Joan Lassman, Pastor Christopher Passante,
Patty DeCapria 
 

Memorial Committee
The Memorial Committee is responsible for maintaining a
record of memorial contributions to the church; assuring the
use of contributions in accordance with church policy; and
recommending and implementing appropriate uses for
memorial funds.
Chair: Bonnie Spotts
Members: Joanna Jones, Joan Lassman, Pastor Christopher
Passante
 
Membership Committee
The Membership Committee works with the pastor to keep
accurate records for all membership rolls including new
members and those to be removed from the rolls.
Chair: Lori Williams
Members: Patty DeCapria, Pastor Christopher Passante
 
Missions Committee
The Missions Committee coordinates the planning and
implementation of a comprehensive ministry for involving
the congregation in mission; connects with organizations,
people, and resources in and beyond the congregation that
are concerned with mission; guides the congregation in
worship and fellowship that highlights mission in events
such as mission studies and speakers; and provides regular
opportunities for children, youth, and adults to engage in
service projects.
Chair:
Members: Dick Auhl, Patty DeCapria, Kelly Clemons, BJ
Wurst, Pastor Christopher Passante
 
Education Committee
The Education Committee designs and guides the
educational program in the life of the church; identifies and
recruits teachers for Sunday School and other educational
programs; oversees the education budget and orders
material for use in the education program of the church;
encourages regular teacher training for those in the
education program; promotes and plans Christian Education
Sunday; and promotes and encourages the participation of
all persons in the educational life of the church.  
Chair: Patty DeCapria
Members: Ad Hoc
 
Banquet
The Banquet Committee plans, organizes and implements
church banquet events and coordinates contracting facilities
and staffing for public and private events.
Chair: Wendy Franklin
Members: Ad Hoc

 

Councils & Committees
Opportunities to serve begin Jan 1
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What is something unique about you?
How are you similar to other members of your family?
When you visit friends’ houses, what are some things their families do differently from your family?
Why do you think God chooses to make us all different?

Scripture
There are different spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; and there are different ministries and the same Lord; and there
are different activities but the same God who produces all of them in everyone.”  1 Corinthians 12:4-6 Common
English Bible
Reflection
Someone may say, “You look just like your dad,” or, “You’re funny, just like your mom.” In some ways, that may be
true. You and your dad’s eyes may look very similar. You and your mom may both make people laugh. In other
ways, however, we are each unique.
The Bible tells us that the differences are God’s design. We aren’t all supposed to look and act like everyone else.
God made us to be different. We each have different gifts, abilities, likes, cultures, languages, ideas, and so much
more. Our job is to be the unique people God created us to be.
Get them talking

Prayer
Dear God, thank you for making me one of a kind. Amen.
Activity
Share stories about family traditions, culture, meals, celebrations, words, and more. Tell stories about parents,
grandparents, and others who helped shape you into the person you are today.

Dear God
Thank you
for making
me one of a

kind! 
Amen

The Bible tells us we should celebrate our diversity
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December 
2022 

Sunday Monday Tuesday 

 

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 2 3 

 
Christmas 
Worship 9:30am 

Friendship Class 8:30am 
Worship 8:30+10am 
Coffee + Donuts 9:30am 
Children’s Church 10am 

4 

11 
Friendship Class 8:30,10am
Worship 8:30+10am
Coffee + Donuts 9:30am
Children’s Church 10am 
Chapel Choir 4 pm

18 
Friendship Class 8:30am 
Christmas Cantata 9:30am 
Christmas Gathering 10:30am 

25 
Office Closed 

5 
Advent Bible Study6:30 pm 

12 
Quilters 9:30 am
Advent Bible Study6:30 pm 

19 
 Blood Drive 1-5:30pm 
Advent Bible Study6:30 pm 

26 

6 
Pastor’s Office Hours 9-10am
Trustees 6 pm
Admin. Council 7 pm 
Boy Scouts 7:30pm 

13 
Pastor’s Office Hours 9 – 10 am 
Cub Scouts 6 pm 
Boy Scouts 7:30 pm

20 
 Cub Scouts 6pm 
Boy Scouts 7:30pm 

27 

7 
Coffee with the Pastor 9-10am
Knitters 9am 
Bell Choir 6:15pm 
Chapel Choir 7:15 pm 

14 
Coffee with the Pastor9-10am
Senior Adult Luncheon 12noon
Bell Choir 6:15pm 
Chapel Choir 7:15pm

21 
Knitters 9am 
Longest Night Worship 6:30pm 

28 

Girl Scouts 6pm 

Girl Scouts 6pm 

8 
Girl Scouts 6pm 
Cub Scout Adult 7pm 

15 

22 

29 

9 
Parents Night out 6:30pm 
Chamber Rehearsal 7:30-10:30pm 

16 

23 

30 New Year’s Eve 

Craft Fair 9am-3pm 

10 

17 

24 
Christmas Eve 
Worship 6 + 7:30pm 

31 

Bell Choir 9:30am
Chapel Choir
10:45am


