
 1 

 
‘The Primacy of Faith’ 

 

    

 

The Newsletter of Mount Nittany Church                                                         September 2022 

INSIDE:  

Schedules 2 

Children’s Ministry 3 

Music Ministry 5 

Trustees 6 

Financial 8 

Missions 9 

Announcements 11 

Calendar 12 

 

 

Would you like to instantly boost your faith? Who 

doesn’t? If so, try this little exercise:  

Open your Bible onto your desk or lap before you, 

open to the Gospels —Matthew, Mark, Luke and 

John— then close your eyes. Get really silent for a few 

minutes, and just empty your mind of everything.  

Then, say this prayer (or something like it): “God, show 

me what you want me to do.” 

 

     Continued on Page 2 

           Pastor Chris 

After that, without looking, just open flip the pages and randomly land on a 

verse from one of the Gospels. Read the verse, then DO whatever is 

written.  

Just to give you an idea, I just randomly turned to Matthew 8.22: “But 

Jesus said, ‘Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead.” 

I tried it again:  

Matthew 25.13: “Keep awake, therefore you know neither the day or the 

hour.” 

And finally:  

John 3.15: “…whoever believes in him may have eternal life.” 

So, if I just took one of those verses (as the exercise tells us to), in the first 

example (Matt 8.22), God would want me to follow Jesus, and basically let 

the old, dead things in my life go. 

In the second example, Matt. 25.13, I would have to “keep awake.” What 

does that mean? Simply to not be worried about all the worthless things 

that consume our time in our lives and focus instead on what God wills.  

Finally, in the third example, John 3.15, the Bible tells me to believe in 

Christ that I may have eternal life. That’s an easy one, isn’t it? Imagine the 

confidence we’d all have if we all remembered that the true gift that Christ 

gives us is the kingdom life — life everlasting in the presence of the 

Everlasting God. What could we possibly worry about or fear?  

Now, maybe we’ve all been in a place where we really needed to hear God 

speak to us, and we prayed that little prayer, “God, please show me the 

answer.” Then we randomly turned to the Bible and blindly dropped our 

fingers on the first passage that we opened, believing God’s hand was 

indeed directly — and miraculously — guiding our own.  

Is that possible? Of course it is! But even if we want to just be slightly more 

pragmatic, yet still boost our faith, consider this: Everything that is in the 

Gospels is exactly what God wants us to do right now! 
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The Gospels aren’t only some historical picture 
of Jesus’s life and ministry or chronicles of the 
life of the apostles; they are lessons and 
examples that God wants each of us to study 
and learn, meditate and pray on, then actually 
go out and do!  

And maybe the answer that you’re hoping God 
will lead you to isn’t as cut-and-dried or even 
close within the ballpark as you’re hoping it 
would be, but these are still words that God 
wants you to apply to your life right now. And 
that means, yes: God is indeed speaking 
directly to you!  

Maybe you’re hoping that God will give you 
some divine wisdom when you prayerfully ask 
Him whether you should take a new job in a 
new city, and the answer comes back John 
6.35: “…whoever comes to me will not hunger.” 
Maybe you pray for God to help you to decide 
whether to make a big purchase, and your 
finger lands on Matt 25.35:“feed the poor.” 
Maybe you’re asking God whether you should 
step up to a ministry, and the answer comes 
back Mark 10.52: “Go, your faith has made you 
well.” 

None of these seem like the answer that you 
were hoping for, but God is still telling you what 
you need to do. Pray and meditate on those 
words, and you’ll see that the answer will all 
come together, if you’re truly following God’s 
will. 

When we work on this exercise, what we’re 
doing is really forming the primacy of our faith, 
rather than in the structures. Sure, we all want 
to be sensible and pragmatic; we want air-tight 
arguments; we want to make decisions with 100 
percent certainty. But that’s never been what 
faith is about.  

The Apostle Paul tells us: “Now faith is being 
sure of what we hope for and certain of what we 
do not see” (Hebrews 11.1). When we make 
important decisions about how we are to live 
our lives, facts and figures are only a part of it; 
first and foremost, we have to understand how 
Jesus shows us to live, simply because this is 
what God wants for our lives. Making a decision 
without faith is tantamount to deciding how you 
will live your life then asking God to consecrate 
it.  

That theology is upside-down.  

So maybe this exercise seems a bit silly or 
leaves too much to chance, but it goes to show 
that if we’re first following the Good News of 
Jesus Christ — the Gospels — then we know 
everything we do after that will simply follow 
along with Christ’s teachings.  

And you know what? Yes, that is a bit of a leap 
of faith. But if faith is being certain of what we 
don’t see, and Jesus asks us to come to him in 
that very same faith, then maybe it’s just the 
perfect exercise to build our confidence in Christ 
and follow God’s will in our lives.  

One thing is for certain: There’s absolutely no 
downside to following Jesus’s words.  

 

Contact Pastor Chris at 814-232-1717 or 
cpassante@susumc.org. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgist Schedule for September: 

04         Bob Kidder            Judy Smith 

11        Barbara Derzak     Chris McCann 

18        Bob Kidder            Phoebe Quaynor 

25        Judy Smith            Brenda Peters 

Money Counter Schedule for September: 

                 8:30       10:00 

04 Lee/Ellen Cooper    Tom/Ginny Kline    

11 Cathy Rideout          Chris McCann 

18     John/Louisa Shawver Lem/ Marty  Warner 

25         Lee/Ellen Cooper     Tom/Ginny Kline    
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Children’s Ministry Notes 
 
 
                
 
 
Beginning September 4, our children will be 
using “Simply Loved” during our Children’s 
Ministry time at 10 am worship to our 
elementary children and our nursery children at 
the 8:30 am service.  This curriculum features 
some of the same animal characters from 
ROAR VBS several years ago, but best of all 
“Kids experience God’s greatest gift” - God’s 
Love!!! 
If you would like to be part of this fun 
ministry,please contact Patty DeCapria at 
pattydecapria@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
Parents Night Out 
The first Friday of every month has been a great 
time of games, snacks, crafts, and FUN. At our 
Parents Night Out in September we will again 
have games and a snack.  We will also make 
and decorate drums and then have a drum 
circle with Pastor Chris.   
If you have a talent, hobby, or craft you would 
be willing to share with our children, please 
contact Patty DeCapria or Pastor Chris.  We 
would love to have you be part of sharing God’s 
love with our children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Simply Loved Group Publishing, Inc., 2022 



 4 

 

 

               Kids, Color in the picture of Jesus! 
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So Let It Be Written, 
So Let It Be Sung 

 
 
Prepare To Be in the Presence of God 
 
“Sing to the Lord, all the earth; proclaim his declaration day after day.  Declare his glory among the 

nations.  His marvelous deeds among all peoples for great is the Lord and most worthy of Praise” (1 

Chron. 16:23-25) 

Let this sink in…The day Jesus went to worship, his very face was changed.  

Yes, Jesus went to worship.  The Bible speaks of the day when Jesus took time to stand with friends in 

the presence of God. Here is the account Jesus going to worship from Gods Holy Word: 

“Six days later, Jesus took Peter, James and John up on a high mountain by themselves. While they 

watched, Jesus appearance was changed; his face became bright and his clothes like light. While Peter 

spoke a bright cloud covered them and God spoke, “This is my son, whom I love, listen to him.”   

These words are from Mathew 17:1-5, where we see Jesus standing in the very presence of God. Jesus 

chose to worship, and he prepared himself to be in the presence of God.  

When you come to worship, do you prepare yourself to be in the presence of God? Do you worship from 

your heart or mind? Do you let God enter your heart to begin true worship? 

In 1883 Charles Grant penned the words to “O Whip the King”.  When studying Psalms 104, he compared 

the greatness of The King of Kings to the British royalty of the time. Psalm 104:1 says of God:  “O Lord 

my God, you are very great; you are clothed with honor and majesty.” Verses 2 and 3 of the hymn adds 

the God covers himself “makes the clouds his chariot.” Verse 5 reminds us that God “laid the foundations 

of the earth.”  

All of creation reflects the greatness of God. Grant opens this great hymn as follows:  “O worship the 

King, all glorious above, and gratefully sing has Power and has love; our shield and defender, the ancient 

of days, Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise.” 

When you come to church, don’t just come to the building, but come to worship the One True God.  We 

are entering soon the season of Praise and Thanksgiving.  When you worship, “sing praises to God, sing 

praises, sing praises to Our King, for God is The King of all the earth; sing to Him a Psalm of praise.” 

Psalm 47: 6-7 

To God be the Glory my brothers and sisters, 

James 

Contact James Beatty, minister of music, at micha1225jb@gmail.com. 
 
 

mailto:micha1225jb@gmail.com
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Mount Nittany United Methodist Church Trustees 

Sanctuary Stained-Glass Project 

Several years ago, the Trustees and our Church 

Leadership team decided to hold a Charge 

Conference to determine as to whether the 

congregation favored a capitol campaign to conduct 

improvements to the Sanctuary and Lobby areas. 

The Charge Conference was held and the 

membership that were present overwhelmingly 

approved the project to move forward. Our 

parishioners have financially responded to the call 

and the following items were accomplished:  The 

restrooms were updated, the paneling on the 

chancel wall was replaced with stone and wall 

board, the chancel floor was reworked to improve 

the safety of the stairways and support a piano, an 

emergency exit door was installed on the left side of 

the Sanctuary, the pews were given new cushion 

seats and upholstery, the wooden furniture in the 

Sanctuary was given two coats of polyurethane, a 

new sound system was installed, the flooring was 

replaced, the walls and ceilings were painted, and 

new furniture and wall hangings were added to the 

lobby.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The nine-sanctuary windows are the only item left to 

be addressed. An energy audit of our Church 

revealed that it was more cost effective to improve 

our existing windows rather than replace them. 

Epiphany Studios, Inc. was contracted to replace 

the exterior layers of glass with DuPont SentryGlas 

(clear laminated safety glass), reseal the windows 

and restore the functions of the lower ventilators. 

The Trustees have received numerous requests to 

add stained-glass to the windows. In response to 

these requests, we are providing the congregation 

an opportunity to contribute toward this visual 

enhancement project. Each of the windows will have 

a different glass configuration and include a 

religious medallion within the second pane down 

from the top. We are hopeful that you are excited 

with this project and approve of the selected 

stained-glass design. Contributions will go toward 

Parishioner Windows. An individual window panel or 

the entire window can be gifted as a memorial or 

honorarium and recorded in the Church memorial 

book.   

Dave Spotts, Chair 

Board of Trustees   
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GIVING GARDEN NEWS 

The Giving Garden is in full swing, with all the beds full and plants battling heat, bugs, and 

wind.  If you have an hour a week to help this ministry happen, please let a gardener know 

or join our Facebook group (The Giving Garden at MNUMC) to be notified about tasks and 

work nights.  

We also are happy to deliver if need be!  Let Pastor Chris know if getting to the garden is 

difficult, and we can drop off a bag of whatever is being harvested. You are also welcome 

to come pick for someone who might like veggies, and deliver those yourself.  

The winter squash plants are doing well, but please heed the "do not pick" signs.  Squash 

won't be ready until the vines die in late September!   

We thank the congregation for the continued financial support of the Garden. If you have 

questions or suggestions, please talk to a gardener:  Lori Williams, Rik Harris, Cathy and 

John Rideout, Leonard Tressler, Bob and Joanna Jones.  We hope to see you in the 

garden!! 

BANQUET NEWS 

It is time again for our football dinners for each 

home game.  We will continue with drive- thru 

Turkey or Roast Beef dinners serving from 4 – 6 

p.m.  Help will be needed and sign up will begin 

late August during Sunday morning.  First dinner 

is set for September 10.  Questions, please see 

Wendy Franklin. 
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 ptember 4 -  Housing Transitions 

September 4 -  Housing Transitions 

Housing Transitions is a nonprofit 

corporation, offering a variety of housing 

services to Centre County residents in need. 

In addition to the emergency housing that is 

their most visible program, Housing 

Transitions also provides services that 

include: 

• Permanent supportive housing for 

people with disabilities 

• Case management services to help 

people avoid a housing crisis 

• Transitional housing while people 

move from the shelter to seek permanent 

housing 

• An emergency food pantry 

• Education and counseling for 

prospective homebuyers 

In addition to your gift through the church, 

you can also support Housing Transitions 

through its annual Food Truck Rally in the 

Valley event on Sunday, September, 18 from 

12  to 3 pm.  

September 11 -  Jana Marie Foundation  

Jana Marie Vicere was a beautiful, 

intelligent, talented young woman who 

graduated from the State College Area 

School District in 1999. She went on to Penn 

State University where she received her 

Bachelor of Science degree in Human 

Development and Family Studies with a 

minor in Sociology in 2005. As a student at 

Penn State she was named to the Dean’s 

List, Kappa Omicron Nu Honor Society, and 

to the College of Health and Human 

Development’s Women’s Leadership 

Initiative for her demonstrated potential as a 

leader in the field of human services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Focus on Missions 

Continued on Page 10 
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September  18 - Christian Education Sunday 

What does the Bible say about lifelong learning? 

In Proverbs 4:5-6a, NRSV, we read, “Get wisdom; 

get insight; do not forget, and do not turn away 

from the words of my mouth. Do not forsake her, 

and she will keep you.” 

Proverbs 9:9 states, “Give instruction to the wise, 

and they will become wiser still; teach the 

righteous and they will gain in learning.” 

Writing to the church at Rome (Romans 15:4), Paul 

says, “For whatever was written in formers days 

was written for our instruction, so that by 

steadfastness and by the encouragement of the 

scriptures we might have hope.”  

 

September 25 - Caring for People in Need 

 

 It can be hard to know where to turn when 

unexpected needs arise. Events like unexpected 

illnesses, or even deaths, can place a heavy 

burden on families. One place that we hope that 

people feel like they can turn to is the church—our 

church. Requests range from prayer to support to 

time, but in many cases, a cost is associated with 

providing assistance when someone within the 

church lets us know about an urgent situation. 

Funds donated to the Caring for People in Need 

Fund are used throughout the year to address 

unexpected situations where the church can step 

in by providing money or purchasing materials. As 

a church, we value the faith that you place in us 

and in each other when you provide these funds in 

advance of anyone knowing what needs may arise. 

Having funds available means that the church can 

respond more quickly to the unexpected than if a 

separate appeal had to be made every time. We 

thank you for sharing what God has given. 
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Announcements  

 
Football Dinners 

Leaves turning colors...cool nights 
begin...football season here...which 
means....Football dinners are here again this 
year with our Drive Thru Turkey or Roast 
Beef Dinners for each Penn State home 
football game.  Volunteers are needed to 
make these events successful...cutting up 
bread, making cupcakes and helping the day 
of the event...we need you.  Sign up Sunday 
mornings where you are able to help.  Don't 
miss out on all the fun.  Our first dinner is 
September 10, and the menu is Turkey, 
serving from 4-6.  Our next dinner is 
September 24.  Hope to see you.  Questions, 
contact Wendy wfranklin27@gmail.com 
 
 
Safe Sanctuaries Training for All 
Volunteers 
Another required training is the Ministry Safe 
(Safe Sanctuaries) training (to be renewed 
every five years) is available online for more 
information go to:  https://susumc.org/safe- 
sanctuaries/ 
 
 

 
 
 
Operation Christmas Child 
The Operation Christmas Child this year will 
be as before.  Take a box , fill it and include 
the money for shipping..  Suggestions will be 
available along with the time cut off of 
delivering them to Park Forest Baptist 
Church in November to be shipped out. More 
information will be coming. 
 
Family Fun Night 
The second Friday of every month at 6:30 
pm is for family fun.  We enjoy a snack and 
play card and board games.  Some of our 
families are very competitive!!!!! Our August 
gathering featured a cookout followed by our 
monthly round of games.  Thanks to Jim 
Beebe for being our chef  
and Kimmy Beebe for her help in organizing.  
We had 36 folks attend!! All are welcome at 
every Family Fun Night because we are all in 
the family at Mount Nittany! 
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