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It’s not the work of the people for nothing… 
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Every so often, I meet a person who tells me that they 

are a Christian, but they don’t go to church.  

When that happens, I often politely nod, neither 

approvingly nor disapprovingly.  

But then, like clockwork, they feel like they must justify 

or defend why it is they don’t attend worship or belong 

to a church. 

 

         

     Continued on Page 2 

We continue a nine-week journey with a 

summer sermon series called “Prophet 

Margins,” in which we’ll let the Biblical 

prophets be our guides — even to places 

we might not want to go. One thing is sure: 

We might be challenged, but we might find 

reasons for hope, or we might find a 

renewed vision that inspires us for all the 

journeys we make. We will see what it takes 

to hear God’s voice above the voice of 

others, including ourselves. 

 

           Pastor Chris 

And so I listen with the same polite and indifferent expression on my face, 

as they begin to tell me that the woods are their sanctuary, or that their 

motorcycle is their church, or that they prefer television evangelists, or 

maybe — and even conveniently — they have other obligations: jobs, kids’ 

sports, or they were just can’t get up that early in the morning.  

And in each case, all I’m really hearing is “…this way, nothing is expected 

of me.” 

I keep my thoughts to myself, but tell them they are always more than 

welcome to explore what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.  

That usually gets a reaction, and so I explain that “going to church” isn’t 

about what one gets, but what one gives. 

Being in God’s creation in the woods on a Sunday? It truly is a sacred 

place. After all, it’s God’s beautiful and amazing creation! Riding a 

motorcycle on the open road? An absolutely cathartic, meditative and even 

religious experience! Watching a TV evangelist? Well, sure, there’s a Bible 

message there (some are OK), but at the end of the day, each of those 

only reinforce an incorrect idea of what the church is — and isn’t. 

What is the church? 

Well, it’s Christ’s Body, of course. And what that means is that each of us, 

when we accept Jesus as our Savior and promise to follow Him and His 

teachings, we actually become a part of the church — not figuratively, but 

quite literally. 

And why is this important? Because Jesus calls us to transform the world 

together. And transforming the world to become God’s kingdom “on earth 

as it is in heaven” isn’t easy; it’s work! It costs you something! 

In other words, being a part of the church means that you will work with 

other church members (also members of the Body of Christ) to change the 

world the way God wants it to be.  

We actually take vows to this when we become members… 
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What isn’t the church?  

Well, it’s not the place you go to to simply meet 
people who are like you, to be entertained by a 
sermon or worship style, to have your kids 
engage in daycare, or even to feed your soul.  

 All those things? They are a RESULT of what 
each of us puts into the church. And when that 
happens, it’s wonderful. But is we can’t expect 
to just enter worship, slip some dollar bills into 
the offering plate, and wait for the payout to 
happen.  

After all, what does God expect from each of 
us? God speaks clearly to us through the 
Prophet Hosea when He says: “It is loyalty that I 
desire, not sacrifice, and knowledge of God, 
rather than burnt offerings.” (Hosea 6.6).  

This is how the world works: We pay our 
money, and we get our product or service.  

Looking at God’s words through Hosea, that 
won’t cut it. In fact, God won’t honor it. No, what 
God wants is our devotion to Him, and for us to 
understand — to know — God and God’s will. 
So that we can do what Jesus tells us when he 
tells us to pray, “…Your will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven” (Matt. 6.10). 

What is God’s will? To be known. How do we 
make God known? We actually go out and do 
God’s transformational work out in the world, as 
we’re commanded to (Matt.28.19-20). 

It’s hard to be a part of the Body of Christ all 
alone; we’re all just one part of the Body that 
needs the other parts (and, likewise, the other 
parts need you! — See 1 Corinthians 12.12-27 
for more on that).  

When we’re in worship, sure, we might be 
receiving solid teaching that helps us expand  

our knowledge of and love for Jesus; a 
wonderful feeling of experientially participating 
in singing and praying; and surely the love, care 
and nurturing — and sometimes even 
entertainment — that the liturgy brings. But it’s 
as much of what we bring into our liturgy that 
truly makes us Christians.  

And, remember, that word liturgy means “Work 
of the People.”  

So the next time we feel the urge to pontificate 
on the joys of the woods, the open road, or 
even a TV pastor versus doing the work of the 

people, think back to our old friend, Hosea, and 
what it is that God wants from you. Then ask 
God to help you put your will second, and 
recommit to putting God’s will first.  

The transformation God will bring is pretty 
spectacular.      

 

Contact Pastor Chris at 814-232-1717 or 
cpassante@susumc.org 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Counting Schedule for August: 

07   Lee & Ellen Copper     Tom & Ginny Kline 

14   Cathy Rideout             Chris McCann 

21   Pat Weaver      Patty DeCapria      James Beatty 

28   Lee & Ellen Copper     John & Louisa Shawver 

Litergist Schedule for August: 

                 8:30       10:00 

07 Judy Smith   John Williams 

14 Bob Kidder   Christine McCann 

21 Phoebe Quaynor  Judy Smith 

28 Bob Kidder   Brenda Peters 
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Children’s Ministry Notes 
Parents Night Out 
It sure is hot!  We have been playing water 
games at Parents Night Out to cool off. These 
nights have been filled with crafts like painted 
flower pots, kazoos, tie-dye shirts, and slime. 
We decorated eggs and cupcakes. We learned 
about ringing the bells. We’ve had yummy 
snacks like cupcakes, fruit popsicles, cheese 
sticks and fish crackers. But most of all……… 
We have had fun learning new things and 
playing games with new and old friends. The 
children have had a wonderful time and so have 
the adults!!! If you would like to be part of this 
First Friday Night fun, please see Patty 
DeCapria on Sunday mornings or call (814) 
777-3376. 
 
Sunday Kids Time 
Pastor Chris has been focusing his sermons on 
the prophets. We have been learning about 
Elisha, Amos, and Hosea; we will also learn 
about Isaiah and Jeremiah. These prophets had 
hard jobs. They were to tell the people what 
God wanted them to know. The people didn’t 
want to hear. There are many times we don’t 
want to hear from God either, but if we are truly 
listening, then we know that God will never 
steer us wrong. 
We continue to seek those that might serve 
Sunday mornings helping with our Sunday time 
learning. Please consider if God is speaking to 
you to help our children grow in Christ. 
 
Family Fun Nights 
The second Friday of every month is Family      
Fun Night. Families gather to share card and 
board games, food, and lots of fun. In August, 
we will be having a cookout as we enjoy the last 
month of the summer. If you have a favorite 
board or card game, please consider sharing 
with your Mount Nittany family during these fun 
Friday nights. 
 
Patty DeCapria, 
Children and Youth Education Coordinator at 
(814) 777-3376 or pattydecapria@gmail.com  
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               Kids, Color in the picture of Jesus! 



 5 

  

 

Celebrations, Congratulations, and Good-byes 

 
On June 12, we celebrated graduations as well as the marriage of Pastor Chris and Susan. We 
also said good-bye to our beloved Pastor Stephanie. 

Those graduating include: 

 Jules Black, grandchild of Richard and Joan Lassman 

 Michael Boliek, son of Chris and Cindy Boliek 

 Rachel Hartman, niece of Cynthia and Robert Van Druff 

 Thomas Delahoy, son of Jennifer Weld and Jamie Delahoy 

 Christian Prewitt, son of Victoria Prewitt 

 Ghabriel Prewitt, son of Victoria Prewitt 

 Jasmine Santos, daughter of Will and Susan Santos 

 Garrett Proctor, grandson of Lem and Marty Warner 

 Karly Jo Warner, granddaughter of Lem and Marty Warner 

 Trey Nissley, grandson of Barbara Derzak 

 Christopher Derzak, grandson of Barbara Derzak 

 Abby Derzak, granddaughter of Barbara Derzak 

 David Narehood, son of David and Lisa Narehood 

 Makayla Clemons, daughter of Steve and Kelly Clemons 

 Hope Bonsell, daughter of the late Allen and Lori Bonsell 

 Stephanie Ball, Mount Nittany’s Children and Youth Education Coordinator and Pastor 
 

 

 

 
We celebrated the marriage of Pastor Chris and Susan by 
presenting them with a gift from the 
congregation. We are so blessed to have them as part of our 
Mount Nittany family and wish them years and years of 
happiness. 
 
 

 
We also had to bid farewell to our beloved Pastor Stephanie. 
Pastor Steph will be moving to a more temperate climate and 
will continue to serve the Lord in whatever capacity she is called. 
She will be deeply missed, but we know that she will do great  
things in God’s name. 
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Mt. Nittany United Methodist Church 

Trustees’ Meeting Minutes 

June 28, 2022 

Present:  Pastor Chris, Dave Spotts, Lee Copper, 

John Williams and Mary Jane Johnson  

• April 26, 2022 Meeting Minutes-Lee Copper 

made the motion to approve, John Williams 

seconded and they were unanimously approved by 

the Board. 

• Stained-glass Window Project-Dave Spotts 

informed the Board that the subcommittee has been 

working with Epiphany on a window design that 

would best fit the Church. 

• Carillon Bell System-Rick Edmiston informed 

the group that the new digital unit was installed and 

fully functional. Michael Boliek is the administrator 

and will allow unlimited access to Pastor Chris. 

• Parking Lot Resealing Project-Lee Copper 

informed the Trustees that B&B Sealcoat was 

awarded the project and will begin in July. 

• Parsonage Rental & Associated 

Improvement Projects-Dave provided the Board a 

list of improvements/repairs that were conducted to 

the Parsonage in order to obtain a long-term rental 

permit from Center Region Code. The permit was 

received and a family started to rent the house on 

June 1, 2022. 

• Entrance Canopy Damage-Lee Cooper 

reported that the repair project was completed. The 

Trustees decided to display the ‘height numerical 

number’ of the canopy’s vertical opening on both 

sides in order to warn future truck traffic of the 

hazard. 

• Media Units-Dave Spotts informed the Board 

that he and Patty DeCapria conducted an inventory 

of all media units and provided the list to Michael 

Boliek for his respective recommendations. Michael 

organized the units worth keeping and the outdated 

units were recycled the at the Transfer Station.  

• Little Library-The Trustees favored the idea 

of having a Little Library at Mount Nittany; however, 

a decision was made not to accept the one offered 

to the Church because it was not a right fit for our 

campus. 

• Eagle Scout Project-Dave Spotts informed 

the group that a project titled “Improving the Public 

Space at Mount Nittany UMC” will begin in July. The 

project involves conducting improvements to the 

playground and installing three park benches  . The 

benches will be located in a parking lot island near 

the basketball net, the Giving Garden and in the 

playground. 
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There are several opportunities at Mount 

Nittany Church in which to volunteer your time, 

talents, gifts, and service, and grow your 

discipleship. Whether as a regular member of a 

board or committee, or on a ministry team, we 

have a place for you to Connect, Serve and 

Impact! For more information, go to 

MtNittanyUMC.org or contact Pastor Chris. 

 
Staff-Parish-Pastor Relations Committee 

The SPPRC Committee cares for the pastor 

and staff and their families; promotes unity in 

the church; develops job descriptions for and 

annually reviews church staff; identifies and 

encourages staff development; and set policy 

for hiring, contracting, evaluating, promoting, 

retiring, and dismissing staff personnel who are 

not subject to episcopal appointment as 

ordained clergy. Meets the second Tuesday of 

every month.  VACANCIES 

Worship Committee 

The Worship Committee works with the pastor 

and minister of music to organize and design 

special opportunities for worship that will help 

the congregation experience their relationship 

with God, grow in the knowledge of God, and 

help them live more faithfully as a Christian 

community. The Worship Committee work areas 

are: acolytes, ushers, lectors, Communion 

servers, home Communion, altar guild, and the 

tech team. Meets as needed. 

Memorial Committee 

The Memorial Committee is responsible for 

maintaining a record of memorial contributions 

to the church; assuring the use of contributions 

in accordance with church policy; and 

recommending and implementing appropriate 

uses for memorial funds. Meets as needed. 

VACANCIES 

Missions Committee 

The Missions Committee coordinates the 

planning and implementation of a 

comprehensive ministry for involving the 

congregation in mission; connects with 

organizations, people, and resources in and 

beyond the congregation that are concerned 

with mission; guides the congregation in 

worship and fellowship that highlights mission in 

events such as mission studies and speakers; 

and provides regular opportunities for children, 

youth, and adults to engage in service projects. 

Meets as needed.  VACANCIES 

Education Committee 

The Education Committee designs and guides 

the educational program in the life of the 

church; identifies and recruits teachers for 

Sunday School and other educational 

programs; oversees the education budget and 

orders material for use in the education program 

of the church; encourages regular teacher 

training for those in the education program; 

promotes and plans Christian Education 

Sunday; and promotes and encourages the 

participation of all persons in the educational life 

of the church.  Meets as needed. VACANCIES 

Banquet Committee 

The Banquet Committee plans, organizes and 

implements church banquet events and 

coordinates contracting facilities and staffing for 

public and private events. 

Pastoral Counseling 

With two pastors on staff, Mount Nittany Church 

offers pastoral counseling for families, couples 

and individuals in need of Christian-based care.  

Continued on Page 8 
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Home Touch Team 

Home Touch is a visitation and phone call 

ministry for those permanently or temporarily 

confined to homes, facilities or hospitals. Home 

Touch also offers Home Communion to those 

who are unable to attend worship. VACANCIES 

 Liturgists 

Liturgists are volunteers who regularly read 

Scripture during worship services.  

VACANCIES 

Missions Team 

As a multiple Dove Award-winning church for its 

work and contributions in local, national and 

international missions, Mount Nittany Church’s 

outreach is extensive — meaning there is a 

perfect missions fit for you! VACANCIES 

Music Ministry Team 

Children and Youth Choirs, Handbells, Chancel 

Choir, Modern Band, Special Music and more. 

VACANCIES 

Senior Adult Luncheons 

Senior Adult Luncheons meet every other 

month to share food, fellowship and hear from 

guest speakers, all in the Family Life Center.  

Scouting 

Mount Nittany is home to a Boy Scouts troop, a 

Cub Scout Pack, and a Girl Scout Troop. 

Special Events   

The Special Events Committee identifies and 

organizes opportunities and needs in the church 

to help grow discipleship, learning and 

fellowship through events. 

 

 

Prayer Chain  

The Prayer Chain composes church members 

who coordinate praying for those in need, 

sending cards and correspondence, and 

keeping a log of those in need of prayer.  

VACANCIES 

Adult Education 

Adult Education opportunities include small 

groups, Bible and book studies, adult Sunday 

school, and other learning opportunities, 

seasonally or regularly through the year. 

VACANCIES 

Friendship Class 

The Friendship class is Adult Sunday school, 

whose participants gather each Sunday 

morning at 8:30 am for study, conversation and 

worship. VACANCIES 

 Audio-Video Team 

Help with the behind-the-scenes production of 

slide presentations, video recording and sound 

engineering. VACANCIES 

 Children & Youth Ministries 

Children and Youth Ministries includes Kids 

Club, Youth Group, Confirmation classes, 

Children’s message, Parents’ Night Out, 

Vacation Bible School, Sunday morning 

nursery, Game Night and more. VACANCIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteer Opportunities Abound! 

Continued on page 9 
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Administrative Board 

The Administrative Board plans and implements 

the programs and ministry of the local church as 

well as oversees the administration of the 

church. The board is composed of the chairs of 

their respective committees and an at-large 

member, and also serves as the church’s Safety 

Committee. Meets the fourth Tuesday of every 

month. VACANCIES 

 

Board of Trustees 

The Board of Trustees supervises and 

maintains church property and equipment and 

plans and sets policies for the use of the 

property and equipment. Meets the fourth 

Tuesday of every month. 

Finance Committee 

The finance committee administers the finances 

and serves as the treasurer of the denomination 

As such it receives and disburses all general 

funds. The general agencies are accountable to 

the Administrative Board of their fiscal 

administration. Meets the second Tuesday of 

every month. 

Membership Committee 

The Membership Committee works with the 

pastor to keep accurate records for all 

membership rolls including new members and 

those to be removed from the rolls.  Meets as 

needed. VACANCIES 

Special Events 

Bus trips, movie nights, concerts, special 

activities, etc., are all part of our Special Events 

team. VACANCIES 

  

 

 

Parents' Night Out  

Parents: Drop off your children, ages 5-12 every 

first Friday of the month from 6-7:30 for Parent’s 

Night Out. Each month, we will have different 

activities for the kids, while you are able to get 

some parent time! Children will partake in free 

activities such as holiday activities, cooking, 

music, outdoor games and more in our Family 

Life Center! Nursery is available for ages 0-5. 

VACANCIES 

Communion Team 

The Communion Team is responsible for setting 

up and cleaning up before and after monthly 

Holy Communion, as well as preparing the 

elements. VACANCIES 
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GIVING GARDEN 

The Giving Garden is in full swing, with all the beds full and plants battling heat, bugs, and 

wind.  If you have an hour a week to help this ministry happen, please let a gardener know 

or join our Facebook group (The Giving Garden at MNUMC) to be notified about tasks and 

work nights.  

We also are happy to deliver if need be!  Let Pastor Chris know if getting to the garden is 

difficult, and we can drop off a bag of whatever is being harvested. You are also welcome 

to come pick for someone who might like veggies, and deliver those yourself.  

We've torn out the diseased raspberries and are using the opportunity to replace the bed 

and move the plants into the back raised beds, where they are less likely to be attacked by 

borers. The winter squash plants are doing well, but please heed the "do not pick" signs.  

Squash won't be ready until the vines die in late September!   

We thank the congregation for the continued financial support of the Garden. If you have 

questions or suggestions, please talk to a gardener:  Lori Williams, Rik Harris, Cathy and 

John Rideout, Leonard Tressler, Bob and Joanna Jones.  We hope to see you in the 

garden!! 

BANQUET NEWS 

It is kitchen cleaning time at the church on Saturday, August 13 at 9 a.m. to get prepared for 

our fall schedule.  Please bring a bucket...the rest will be supplied.  Many hands make light 

work.  Even if you can be there for a short time, your help would be appreciated.  

Questions, contact Wendy Franklin. 

 

Cleaning out the church freezer...turkey broth available if anyone is interested.  Please 

contact Wendy Franklin if interested.  

 

It is time again for our football dinners for each home game.  We will continue with drive- 

thru Turkey or Roast Beef dinners serving from 4 – 6 p.m..  Help will be needed and sign up 

will begin late August during Sunday morning.  First dinner is set for September 10, 2022.  

Questions, please see Wendy Franklin 
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August 7 -  Rural life Sunday 

Rural Life Sunday is a Sunday set aside to 

honor and affirm churches and leaders in 

rural settings, while also honoring the work 

of those who labor to provide us food and 

fiber, both in the United States and around 

the world. On this day, we also celebrate the 

gifts of creation itself.  

Rural churches are a part of our history and 

our present in The United Methodist Church. 

These churches have the unique opportunity 

of anchoring a community and providing 

outreach to a community that might 

otherwise be short on resources for 

individuals and families. 

Each annual conference sets the date to 

celebrate Rural Life Sunday each year. It is 

sometimes celebrated in conjunction with a 

Rogation Service, a service that is asking for 

God’s blessings on the earth and crops, 

while others include a blessing of the 

animals on or near this date.  

As The United Methodist Church, we affirm 

the important role rural churches have in our 

history and in the communities they serve.  

August 14 -  UMHC  

The United Methodist Home for Children 

(UMHC) was founded in 1917 by the Central 

Pennsylvania Conference of the Methodist 

Church (now the Susquehanna Conference 

of the United Methodist Church) as an 

orphanage. Each day, the Mechanicsburg 

campus serves approximately 35 children 

between the ages of 12-20 using a 

collaborative trauma-informed approach to 

care. UMHC contracts with county, state and 

federal agencies to provide safe, residential 

care to youth and support services to their 

families and communities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

Focus on Missions 

Continued on Page 14 
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  August 21 - Operation Christmas Child 

Since 1993, more than 178 million children 

in more than 150 countries have received an 

Operation Christmas Child shoebox. The 

project delivers not only the joy of what, for 

many kids, is their first gift ever, but also 

gives them a tangible expression of God’s 

love. While COVID-19 has created 

difficulties with international shipping and 

travel, Samaritan’s Purse has every intention 

of using the 2020 Christmas season to add 

to the over 10,000,000 shoebox gifts the 

organization collected in 2019. While we 

weren’t able to collect items during church 

service meetings during April and May, we’ll 

continue our efforts to collect gifts for the 

boxes that we’d like to contribute this year. 

Because we’re continuing to collect gifts 

throughout the year, we’re hoping that gifts 

this week can supply the shipping funds for 

the boxes--$9 per shoebox. We are grateful 

for your prayerful support of this mission 

project. 

August 28 - Wesley Foundation 

 

Since 1920 the Wesley Foundation has 

been a place for Christians and those 

seeking a better understanding of the 

Christian Faith to build friendships. The 

ministry offers many opportunities for people 

to grow in their faith. This March, students 

from the Wesley Foundation and other 

student religious groups from Penn State are 

participating in an Alternative Spring Break 

trip to Alabama. In partnership with Alabama 

Rural Ministry members of the Wesley 

Foundation will serve by helping with 

tornado relief for families who were impacted 

by storms in March 2019.  Through Alabama 

Rural Ministry’s connections, members will 

also visit a variety of museums, national 

historic sites, and memorials and learn about 

the civil rights struggle, exploring the  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

economic, spiritual, political and personal 

impact of racial injustice in the United 

States.  Your mission gifts today will be 

mailed directly to the Wesley Foundation. 

You can learn more about the activities of 

the Penn State Wesley Foundation at 

www.wesleypsu.org. 
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Announcements  

Bell Choir 
If you are interested in Bell Choir please see 
the sign up sheets in the bulletin and 
Contact James Beatty at 814-931- 0669 or 
Bell Choir practice will begin Wednesday, 
August 17 at 6 pm. 
 
Seeking PRC Chair  
Mount Nittany Church is seeking a 
chairperson for the Staff Parish Parson 
Relations Committee to fill out a remaining 
two- year term. The SPPRC Committee 
cares for the pastor and staff and their 
families. Please see or contact Pastor Chris 
at cpassante@susumc.org or call 814-232-
1717. 
  
Volunteer Drivers Needed 
We are currently seeking parishioners who 
come to the first service who could assist in 
helping with transportation for one of our 
senior members to the first service each 
Sunday. Sign-up is in the hall board.  
See Emily Lewis for additional details.  
 
Kitchen Cleaning – volunteers needed 

It is kitchen cleaning time at the church on 

Saturday, August 13 at 9:00 to get prepared 

for our fall schedule.  Please bring a 

bucket...the rest will be supplied.  Many 

hands make light work.  Even if you can be 

there for a short time, your help would be 

appreciated.  Question, talk to Wendy 

Franklin 

Football Dinners 

It is time again for our football dinners for 

each home game.  We will continue with 

drive thru Turkey or Roast Beef dinners 

serving from 4 – 6 pm.  Help will be needed 

and sign up will begin late August during 

Sunday morning.  First dinner is set for 

September 10, 2022.  Questions, please see 

Wendy Franklin 

Volunteers Needed  
We are looking for help in our children's 
ministry! If you want to dig deeper into 
Scripture and have fun with children, please 
contact Patty DeCapria. We especially need 
help during the 10 am Sunday School. Join 
us to help in this important ministry. 
 
Safe Sanctuaries Training for All 
Volunteers 
Another required training is the Ministry Safe 
(Safe Sanctuaries) training (to be renewed 
every five years) is available online for more 
information go to:  https://susumc.org/safe- 
sanctuaries/ 
 
Senior  Adult Picnic 
Senior Adults mark your calendar for 
Wednesday, August 10th for the August 
Picnic at 12:00.  As in June, bring a dish to 
share.  Tableservice  will be provided along 
with the drink.  A sign up sheet will be on the 
church bulletin board (hallway going into the 
FLC).  I don’t have a program planned so we 
can discuss if you have some ideas.  If you 
have any questions, contact me @ 814-548-
3878 or 1happygram@comcast.net.  Come 
and finish up the summer with fun and food. 
 
Operation Christmas Child 
The Operation Christmas Child this year will 
be as before.  Take a box , fill it and include 
the money for shipping..  Suggestions will be 
available along with the time cut off of 
delivering them to Park Forest Baptist 
Church in November to be shipped out.d  
More information will be coming. 
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