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Putting God’s Will into Action  

What image comes to mind when 
you hear the word Prophet? For 
most of us, we think of biblical 
prophets, such as Moses, Elijah 
and Isaiah — in other words, all 
Old Testament figures. Why aren’t 
there more prophets in the New 
Testament? (Are there?) For that 
matter, are there any prophets 

 

        Our current sermon series 

     Continued on Page 2 

We begin a nine-week journey with a 

summer sermon series called “Prophet 

Margins,” in which we’ll let the Biblical 

prophets be our guides — even to places 

we might not want to go. One thing is sure: 

We might be challenged, but we might find 

reasons for hope, or we might find a 

renewed vision that inspires us for all the 

journeys we make. Today, we will see what 

it takes to hear God’s voice above the voice 

of others, including ourselves. 

 

Pastor Chris 

matter, are there any prophets left in the world today? 
     Some people believed Jesus was a prophet, and they 

wouldn’t be wrong. Others feel that contemporaries such as 

theologian and priest Richard Rohr, poet Emily Dickinson, 

social activist Martin Luther King, or even singer/songwriter 

Bob Dylan fit this bill. They wouldn’t be wrong, either: Each of 

these people, and many others like them — past or present — 

have spoken prophetically about the condition of their world.          

     This world’s foremost bible scholar, Walter Brueggemann, 

writes about what he calls the “Prophetic Imagination,” as the 

ability to envision a new reality, then work to make that vision 

into reality. For Christians, this is exactly what Jesus 

commanded us to do when he said “…go and make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit (Matt 28.19).  

     How do we do that? If we use Brueggemann’s idea to do 

Jesus’s command, then we would simply imagine what it 

looks like to make disciples, and then we’d go out and make 

disciples. What’s the best way to do this? Well, we could pass 

out handbills on the street, stand on a street corner and tell 

passers-by that “the time is near,” we could rent billboards 

that promote Jesus, we could use politics and try to pass laws 

that require people to become Christians or pray in public 

places, and we could even make war with other countries that 

aren’t Christian and assimilate them into our own culture and 

religion. 

     Those things never work, and they were never used or 

condoned by Jesus. Think, how did Jesus change the world?  
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It wasn’t through violence, politics, laws, his 
country, or threats; he changed the world by 
understanding that it was to have God, the 
Father’s, will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. That means a world that loves, 
respects, accepts, forgives, understands, 
serves, promotes justice and fairness, and 
practices mercy.  

     The Old Testament prophets did exactly 
that: They went out and spoke God’s truth of 
what this world should look like and how, as 
those who love and serve God, ought to live. 
They imagined what the future looked like, then 
they went about to change it. And remember, 
this goes both ways: A future can be bright, but 
it takes unity to create that vision. But, 
unfortunately, the opposite is also true: The 
prophets envisioned what the world would look 
like if the people didn’t unify and obey God. 
And the reality that came to fruition was 
traumatic.  

     If we claim to be Christians, then we are all 
called to the same vision, which is God’s 
vision: to be fruitful and multiply all that God 
had blessed us with in this world so that it 
looks like the next. And rather than giving 
ourselves the credit for doing so, the credit — 
what we call the glory — all goes to God. God 
invested His love in us and in the world He 
created, and he gave us free will to bless it with 
our own hands and hearts. And if we did that, 
then we would be living into the kingdom life 
He promised us.  

     Pick a prophet — there are many — and 
seek to understand how they worked to turn 
the visions that God gave them into a reality. 
Beginning this month and continuing 
throughout the summer, we will spend each 
Sunday looking at the prophets in our Summer 
Sermon Series titled “Prophet Margins.” Each 
week, we will see how the prophets — such as 
Elisha, Amos, Hosea, Isaiah and Jeremiah — 
push our own ideas to the margins, and also 
how they led the people in and from the 
margins.   

     Each of them were no different than us: 
They all sought to better understand God’s will, 
they all imagined what the world would look 
like if God’s will was done (or if it wasn’t), and 
then they worked to make that vision a reality. 

So let’s let the prophets lead us to and from the 
margins to see how we can be prophetic in our 
dreams, and how we can take those dreams, 
and together make a new reality of earth as it 
is in heaven. 

 

Contact Pastor Chris at 814-232-1717 or 
cpassante@susumc.org 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Counting Schedule for July: 

03   Lee Copper          Emily Lewis       Tom & Ginny  

                                                                     Kline 

10   Cathy Rideout      Patty DeCapria 

17   John Shawver      Louisa Shawver      Lee Copper 

24   Pat Weaver         Patty DeCapria 

31   Chris McCann     Tom & Ginny Kline 

Litergist Schedule for July: 

                 8:30       10:00 

03 James Beatty   Judy Smith 

10 Bob Kidder   John Williams 

17 Bob Kidder   James Beatty 

24 Judy Smith   Chris McCann 

31 Chris McCann   Brenda Peters 
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Children’s Ministry Notes  
“Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do 
you not perceive it? I will make a way 
in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.” Isaiah 43:19 
ESV 

 
Earlier in June, I attended the Annual 
Conference with the theme “Behold, I am doing 
a new 
Thing”. This is a reminder that we are reaching 
into different and sometimes difficult areas as 
we move forward after Covid. 
This is also an excellent verse of Scripture for 
me. I have been involved in Children’s Ministry 
and Education for over 20 years, but have 
always worked behind the scenes in sharing 
the love of Christ with our children here at 
Mount Nittany. When Pastor Steph had to 
leave us, I felt God telling me that I needed to 
step up and lead this vital ministry. Even 
though I have been involved in the children's 
ministry, now as a leader in this ministry, I am 
held accountable for this ministry. This is 
exciting and terrifying!!! Our children need 
those that will step up and let them know they 
are loved; that they are valued; that they 
matter. I am hoping you feel the same way. 
I am hoping you feel accountable, too! 
I have always felt so blessed to have the love 
and support of this congregation. Your 
willingness to share your resources whenever 
asked is outstanding. Time and time again I 
have come to you all asking for monetary and 
material donations and you have given above 
and beyond. While these donations have 
provided much needed resources for ministry, 
it is that hands-on “donation” that makes the 
greatest difference to both the child and the 
adult. 
We have several opportunities for you to help 
in this ministry: Parent’s Night Out on the first 
Friday of each month and Sunday School 
during the 10:00 worship service. Your 
involvement could be an extra pair of eyes and 
hands or could be teaching a lesson or sharing 
a talent or skill. There is great joy in seeing the 
light of love at work in a child's eyes. Please 
share that joy with me and the others involved 
in children’s ministry. 

I will be seeking help in both these ministries; 
please prayerfully consider sharing your time, 
your talents, and your presence with our 
children. Please be accountable to our children 
and to God. 
 
Contact Patty DeCapria, Children and Youth 
Education Coordinator, at 814) 777-3376 or 
pattydecapria@gmail.com. 
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So let it be written,  
So let it be sung 

 

 
 

This beautiful hymn, written by Geoffery 

O’Hara and then arranged by Fred Bock, 

gives us just a small glimpse into the life 

of Christ here on earth.  This beautiful 

hymn came out of a tour of the Holy 

Lands when Geoffery visited.  When I 

walked on sacred ground, I felt the 

influence of the greatest person who ever 

lived on this earth, Jesus Christ.  The 

very Son of the living God.  As I walked 

the Holy Land, I prayed that God would 

open my heart to the spiritual feeling 

rather than just the historical facts 

surrounding us as we walked.   

Our tour took us to Bethlehem nestled 

among the Judean Hills where shepherds 

kept their watch, then just outside the city 

of Jericho “the City of the Palms” where 

we were on the banks of the Jordan River 

where John baptized, then off to 

Jerusalem just a little Martha, Mary and 

Lazarus.  Just five kilometers away was 

the rockbuilt Tomb of Lazarus.  As our 

time began to run short we made our way 

to the Holy City “Jerusalem”.  Once there, 

we walked the grounds of  

 

Continued on Page 5 
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     Where all alone He prayed the garden of Gethsemane my heart felt unafraid!  I picked my 

heavy burden up, and with him by my side, I climbed the hill of Calvary, I climbed the hill of 

Calvary.  Where on the cross He died!  I walked today where Jesus walked and felt him close by 

me.” 

I’m almost sure as some of you read that you were singing it.  What a beautiful gift God gave us 

in His Son Jesus, how beautiful were the feet of him as he walked those holy grounds.  I wish for 

you my brothers and sisters that you take a moment and in our minds eye take that journey with 

Jesus and may God bless you as you do. 

Contact James Beatty, Minister of Music, at 814-931-0669 or micha1225.jb@gmail.com 
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  Important Anniversary 
We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor 

among you and are over you in the Lord and 

admonish you, and to esteem them very highly in 

love because of their work. (1 Thessalonians 5:12-

13) 

This July 1st Marks 4 years! 

 
Pastor Chis came to Mount Nittany United Methodist 
Church July 1st, 2019, and we can’t have a July 
newsletter without this important anniversary.  We 
sincerely appreciate your devotion, your dedication, 
your love, your spirit, your teachings, and your 
wisdom.  Thank you for these 4 memorable years! 
 

             
 

 

Notes from the Trustees’ 

The trustees have been busy planning and 

working on a number of projects scheduled for 

this calendar year. A brief description of the 

notable projects are as follows: 

Parsonage-We signed a contract with Associated 

Realty Property Management earlier this spring to 

in order to best manage the rental of our 

Parsonage. The contract runs from June 1, 2022, 

to May 31, 2023, and can be renewed on an 

annual basis. The Church will maintain 

responsibility for paying taxes and insurance on 

the property while Associated Realty/rental tenant 

will be responsible for the remainder of the 

utilities and maintenance of the property.  Many 

improvements were conducted to the Parsonage 

in order to obtain a long-term rental permit from 

Center Region Code. We also had rain gutter 

guards installed and are planning on having the 

deteriorated driveway replaced in the near future. 

I am happy to report that we did receive the 

required permit from Center Region Code and 

that a family moved into the house on June 1. 

Carillon Bell System-It has been well over a 

decade since we have last heard the music of 

carillon bells being broadcasted from our Church.  

Several committees made the decision to replace 

the broken and outdated system. Rick Edmiston 

spearheaded this project and we selected a 

digital system made by Chime Master. The new 

system was recently installed and we are pleased 

to report that bells are once again playing music 

from Mount Nittany. 

Parking Lot-Lee Cooper obtained bids from 

several contractors to have our Church parking lot 

resealed this summer. We selected B&B 

Sealcoating to clean out and fill the cracks, 

sealcoat the asphalt surface and line paint as 

specified. The project is scheduled to begin 

sometime in July and the contractor will be 

completing half of the lot at a time in order for 

Church-related businesses to operate.  
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There are several opportunities at Mount 

Nittany Church in which to volunteer your time, 

talents, gifts, and service, and grow your 

discipleship. Whether as a regular member of a 

board or committee, or on a ministry team, we 

have a place for you to Connect, Serve and 

Impact! For more information, go to 

MtNittanyUMC.org or contact Pastor Chris. 

 
Staff-Parish-Pastor Relations Committee 

The SPPRC Committee cares for the pastor 

and staff and their families; promotes unity in 

the church; develops job descriptions for and 

annually reviews church staff; identifies and 

encourages staff development; and set policy 

for hiring, contracting, evaluating, promoting, 

retiring, and dismissing staff personnel who are 

not subject to episcopal appointment as 

ordained clergy. Meets the second Tuesday of 

every month.  VACANCIES 

 

 

 

 

Worship Committee 

The Worship Committee works with the pastor 

and minister of music to organize and design 

special opportunities for worship that will help 

the congregation experience their relationship 

with God, grow in the knowledge of God, and 

help them live more faithfully as a Christian 

community. The Worship Committee work 

areas are: acolytes, ushers, lectors, 

Communion servers, home Communion, altar 

guild, and the tech team. Meets as needed. 

Memorial Committee 

The Memorial Committee is responsible for 

maintaining a record of memorial contributions 

to the church; assuring the use of contributions 

in accordance with church policy; and 

recommending and implementing appropriate 

uses for memorial funds. Meets as needed. 

VACANCIES 
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Missions Committee 

The Missions Committee coordinates the 

planning and implementation of a 

comprehensive ministry for involving the 

congregation in mission; connects with 

organizations, people, and resources in and 

beyond the congregation that are concerned 

with mission; guides the congregation in 

worship and fellowship that highlights mission 

in events such as mission studies and 

speakers; and provides regular opportunities 

for children, youth, and adults to engage in 

service projects. Meets as needed.  

VACANCIES 

Education Committee 

The Education Committee designs and guides 

the educational program in the life of the 

church; identifies and recruits teachers for 

Sunday School and other educational 

programs; oversees the education budget and 

orders material for use in the education 

program of the church; encourages regular 

teacher training for those in the education 

program; promotes and plans Christian 

Education Sunday; and promotes and 

encourages the participation of all persons in 

the educational life of the church.  Meets as 

needed. VACANCIES 

Banquet Committee 

The Banquet Committee plans, organizes and 

implements church banquet events and 

coordinates contracting facilities and staffing 

for public and private events. 

Pastoral Counseling 

With two pastors on staff, Mount Nittany 

Church offers pastoral counseling for families, 

couples and individuals in need of Christian-

based care.  

  

Home Touch Team 

Home Touch is a visitation and phone call 

ministry for those permanently or temporarily 

confined to homes, facilities or hospitals. Home 

Touch also offers Home Communion to those 

who are unable to attend worship. 

VACANCIES 

 Liturgists 

Liturgists are volunteers who regularly read 

Scripture during worship services.  

VACANCIES 

Missions Team 

As a multiple Dove Award-winning church for 

its work and contributions in local, national and 

international missions, Mount Nittany Church’s 

outreach is extensive — meaning there is a 

perfect missions fit for you! VACANCIES 

Music Ministry Team 

Children and Youth Choirs, Handbells, Chancel 

Choir, Modern Band, Special Music and more. 

VACANCIES 

Senior Adult Luncheons 

Senior Adult Luncheons meet every other 

month to share food, fellowship and hear from 

guest speakers, all in the Family Life Center.  

Scouting 

Mount Nittany is home to a Boy Scouts troop, a 

Cub Scout Pack, and a Girl Scout Troop. 

Special Events   

The Special Events Committee identifies and 

organizes opportunities and needs in the 

church to help grow discipleship, learning and 

fellowship through events. 

 

Volunteer Opportunities Abound! 
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Prayer Chain  

The Prayer Chain composes church members 

who coordinate praying for those in need, 

sending cards and correspondence, and 

keeping a log of those in need of prayer.  

VACANCIES 

Adult Education 

Adult Education opportunities include small 

groups, Bible and book studies, adult Sunday 

school, and other learning opportunities, 

seasonally or regularly through the year. 

VACANCIES 

Friendship Class 

The Friendship class is Adult Sunday school, 

whose participants gather each Sunday 

morning at 8:30 am for study, conversation and 

worship. VACANCIES 

 Audio-Video Team 

Help with the behind-the-scenes production of 

slide presentations, video recording and sound 

engineering. VACANCIES 

 Children & Youth Ministries 

Children and Youth Ministries includes Kids 

Club, Youth Group, Confirmation classes, 

Children’s message, Parents’ Night Out, 

Vacation Bible School, Sunday morning 

nursery, Game Night and more. VACANCIES 

Administrative Board 

The Administrative Board plans and 

implements the programs and ministry of the 

local church as well as oversees the 

administration of the church. The board is 

composed of the chairs of their respective 

committees and an at-large member, and also 

serves as the church’s Safety Committee. 

Meets the fourth Tuesday of every month. 

VACANCIES 

 

Board of Trustees 

The Board of Trustees supervises and 

maintains church property and equipment and 

plans and sets policies for the use of the 

property and equipment. Meets the fourth 

Tuesday of every month. 

Finance Committee 

The finance committee administers the 

finances and serves as the treasurer of the 

denomination As such it receives and 

disburses all general funds. The general 

agencies are accountable to the Administrative 

Board of their fiscal administration. Meets the 

second Tuesday of every month. 

Membership Committee 

The Membership Committee works with the 

pastor to keep accurate records for all 

membership rolls including new members and 

those to be removed from the rolls.  Meets as 

needed. VACANCIES 

Special Events 

Bus trips, movie nights, concerts, special 

activities, etc., are all part of our Special 

Events team. VACANCIES 

 Parents' Night Out  

Parents: Drop off your children, ages 5-12 

every first Friday of the month from 6-7:30 for 

Parent’s Night Out. Each month, we will have 

different activities for the kids, while you are 

able to get some parent time! Children will 

partake in free activities such as holiday 

activities, cooking, music, outdoor games and 

more in our Family Life Center! Nursery is 

available for ages 0-5. VACANCIES 
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Communion Team 

The Communion Team is responsible for 

setting up and cleaning up before and after 

monthly Holy Communion, as well as preparing 

the elements. VACANCIES 
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July 3 Caring for People in Need - Angel 

Tree 

In July, we’ll take several weeks to dedicate 

our weekly charitable collection to causes 

that we often turn our minds to during the 

Christmas season. The first of these is the 

Angel Tree. A long tradition at Mt. Nittany 

UMC, we’ll use giving this month to start 

planning the number of families we can help. 

In a year of financial unpredictability from 

world events and frightening inflation stories, 

it’s a good time to begin thinking about what 

the season will be like for those who find it 

difficult to meet regular needs. While we 

might associate Christmas gifts with 

children’s toys, and we do provide those, for 

families in need gifts often provide needed 

clothing and we regularly gift other 

household needs that families can struggle 

to provide for themselves. Please prayerfully 

consider what contribution you would like to 

make to this charitable cause. 

July 10 Centre Volunteers in Medicine 

CVIM offers free medical care for those with 

a household income at or below 250% of the 

federal poverty level, seeking to ensure that 

all those who live and work in Centre County 

have access to health care services. As 

Centre Count grows, so do the demands on 

the healthcare infrastructure around us. 

CVIM is in the middle of a capital campaign 

to help them move from their current 6,700 

square foot space to a new facility with more 

than 11,000 square feet. The larger space 

will allow CVIM to provide more and broader 

services to those in the medical community 

who struggle to obtain medical care. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Focus on Missions 



 14 

 

July 17  Out of the Cold: Centre County 

 

In December of 2021 Out of the Cold Centre 

County achieve a long-time goal of 

purchasing a building for a permanent 

shelter. The new facility served as the day 

center over the winter. Renovations are in 

progress to make the space suitable for 

overnight guests. The last winter regularly 

saw the shelter operate with a wait list when 

the spaces in overnight shelters and hotel 

rooms were not available for all registrants. 

Out of the Cold hopes to continue to find 

ways to expand its services to more people. 

In addition to your gift today, you can follow 

ongoing needs for the organization at their 

website: https://www.outofthecoldcc.org/get-

involved.html  

July 24  Centre Safe 

 

Founded in 1975 as the Centre County 

Women’s Resource Center, the mission of 

Centre Safe is to empower survivors of 

sexual or domestic violence, and to work 

toward the elimination of such violence. 

Among the services the center provides are 

a 24-hour crisis hotline and emergency 

shelter to victims. In the 2020-2021 year, 

Centre Safe assisted over 1,200 people with 

domestic violence services, sexual assault 

services, and child access services. You can 

learn more about domestic violence and 

sexual assault by exploring titles from 

Centre Safe’s recommended reading list at 

https://www.centresafe.org/get-

involved/recommended-reading/ 
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July 31, 2022 First Mile of Giving 

Conference Benevolent Shares 

Our benevolent shares help support the 

entire mission of the Susquehanna 

Conference UMC. Shares are used for 

administrative needs and the numerous 

ministries that the Conference oversees. 

Camp Penn, Green Hills, Mount Ashbury 

and Wesley Forest are the camp retreats 

that the Conference maintains. The 

Conference is also directly involved with 

numerous other ministries such as Mission 

Central, The Neighborhood Center, Walk to 

Emmaus, Mission U and The Center. You 

can learn more about the Susquehanna 

Conference UMC at https://susumc.org 

 

GIVING GARDEN 

The Giving Garden is in full swing, with all the beds full and plants battling heat, bugs, and 

wind.  If you have an hour a week to help this ministry happen, please let a gardener know 

or join our Facebook group (The Giving Garden at MNUMC) to be notified about tasks and 

work nights.  

We also are happy to deliver if need be!  Let Pastor Chris know if getting to the garden is 

difficult, and we can drop off a bag of whatever is being harvested. You are also welcome 

to come pick for someone who might like veggies, and deliver those yourself.  

We've torn out the diseased raspberries and are using the opportunity to replace the bed 

and move the plants into the back raised beds, where they are less likely to be attacked by 

borers. The winter squash plants are doing well, but please heed the "do not pick" signs.  

Squash won't be ready until the vines die in late September!   

We thank the congregation for the continued financial support of the Garden. If you have 

questions or suggestions, please talk to a gardener:  Lori Williams, Rik Harris, Cathy and 

John Rideout, Leonard Tressler, Bob and Joanna Jones.  We hope to see you in the 

garden!! 
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Announcements  

A Note from Pastor Steph 
Hello Church, 
Thank you so much for your gifts, your 
thoughts and your prayers. Your gifts will be 
put to great use during my move and my 
ministry going forward. I am truly blessed to 
call you my church family and I will miss 
each and every one of you. You have truly 
been a blessing in my life and I will never 
forget the times that we have shared 
together. 
Blessings, 
Pastor Steph 
 
Bell Choir 
If you are interested in Bell Choir please see 
the sign up sheets in the bulletin and 
Contact James Beatty at 814-931- 0669 or 
Bell Choir practice will begin Wednesday, 
August 17 at 6pm. 
 
Seeking PRC Chair  
Mount Nittany Church is seeking a 
chairperson for the Staff Parish Parson 
Relations Committee to fill out a remaining 
two- year term. The SPPRC Committee 
cares for the pastor and staff and their 
families. Please see or contact Pastor Chris 
at cpassante@susumc.org or call 814-232-
1717. 
  
Volunteer Drivers Needed 
We are currently seeking parishioners who 
come to the first service who could assist in 
helping with transportation for one of our 
senior members to the first service each 
Sunday. Sign-up is in the hall board.  
See Emily Lewis for additional details.  
 
Family Fun Night 
Join us this Friday, July 8 for food and 
games at Family Fun Night in the FLC 
beginning at 6:30 pm.  Bring your favorite 
snack and game to share.  All are 
welcome!!!Contact Patty DeCapria after 
services or (814) 777- 3376 
pattydecapria@gmail.com. 

 
 
 
Volunteers Needed  
We are looking for help in our children's 
ministry! If you want to dig deeper into 
Scripture and have fun with children, please 
contact Patty DeCapria. We especially need 
help during the 10 am Sunday School. Join 
us to help in this important ministry. 
 
Boundaries Training July 21 in Lewisburg 
Boundaries Training will be Thursday, July 
21 at Beaver Memorial, 42 S 3rd St, 
Lewisburg, for those seeking training. 
Appointed Clergy, CLM’s and DS hires must 
renew their Boundaries training each 
quadrennium. The instructor will be Rev. 
Kathleen 
Kind. The training is scheduled for 9 am to 3 
pm with a lunch break: bring your own bag 
lunch. There is no charge for this training. 
This is available to the whole conference.  
To register: 
email  lewisburg@susumc.org  with your 
name, email, and church you are 
serving  
 
Safe Sanctuaries Training for All 
Volunteers 
Another required training is the Ministry Safe 
(Safe Sanctuaries) training (to be renewed 
every five years) is available online for more 
information go to:  https://susumc.org/safe- 
sanctuaries/ 
 
God’s Call Event 
Come explore various pastoral ministry 
paths and discern the next steps in God’s 
call 
for you. We are excited to welcome Gary 
Shockley as he presents “A Contemplative 
Stance for Starting New Things.” This “fresh 
expressions” leadership training will offer 
you ideas and insights that you can take 
back to your church. 
Join our Zoom call on Saturday, August 6 (9 
AM to 1:30 PM) and begin this new 
learning about your opportunities to follow 
Jesus in more ways. Register by August 1. 
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