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What does it mean to be a witness?
When we came in droves to
celebrate Easter Sunday, we
professed that Christ is risen
(indeed!). We shouted those
acclimations not only because
seeing God raise Jesus from
Pastor Chris
the dead is amazing; but also
because it means something
so profound to us:
We, too, will be raised!
If Jesus only promised that we would not die but have
eternal life, we might think that was swell. But when we
were able to witness God raising Jesus from the dead,
we moved from mere theory to practice.
We, too, will be raised!
And because this gift of eternal life already has been
given to us, we’re actually living eternally now — and
not just someday when we die. That’s exactly what it
means to live into the kingdom — or kin-dom — life.
What an absolute waste of what God has blessed us
with if we only think of kingdom life as something that
we achieve after we’re dead. Jesus truly lived into what
it meant to be a child of God: He helped those in need;
he encouraged those who needed a kind word; he
healed those who were sick; and he didn’t discriminate
between classes, races, cultures, beliefs, countries,
ages, gender, abilities, and more. In fact, we’re told that
Jesus ate with sinners — even prostitutes and thieves!
Then, we’re painted a wonderful portrait of what it looks
like to live out that eternal, kingdom life — after Jesus
died and was resurrected. It’s the amazing story that’s
told in the Book of Acts.
Those who were witnesses of the resurrection of Christ
also understand that they witnessed the resurrection of
themselves from a dead person to a new person, made
alive by Christ’s sacrifice, death, and resurrection.
It’s why we’re called Easter People!
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Now, how do we live into what that means,
and why does it matter?
Well, it matters simply because if we don’t live
out this amazing gift of kingdom life in the way
we live, worship, pray and treat others, then
we’re wasting what Jesus did for us on the
cross. We’re actually negating the
resurrection in our own lives.
What does that look like? It looks like hate,
apathy, division, selfishness, hoarding and
over-consuming resources, and being bitter,
jealous, envious, and flat-out mean or
discriminatory toward others. (And isn’t that
what our world looks like today?)
We have a choice: We can either live into
this gift, or not. And I fear too often, we
don’t. Instead of seeing God’s face, as
Jesus did, in all of creation — which includes
people — and instead of using our time,
talents, spiritual gifts and our service as a
response to this gift of eternal life, we live as
if the resurrection means nothing.
Here’s the thing: We all want to see kingdom
now, but we don’t want to work for it. Or, we
want to see the kingdom now, but we’re
afraid that if we try, what happens if we don’t
see it?
That last question, specifically, is what we
call faith. As the Apostle Paul said, “Now
faith is being sure of what we hope for and
certain of what we do not see” (Hebrews
11.1). For us, that means:
* That when the Spirit prompts you to
forgive that person who wronged you, you
are not certain that God will bless your
efforts. Faith is certain of this.
* That when Jesus teaches you to love
everyone as he loves you, you’re not
certain you can actually love someone
who has a sharply different opinion or
looks or believes in something very
different from you. Faith is certain that you
can.
* That when you pass by (are apathetic to)
people in need, that you can’t really make
a difference at all, or that giving what you
have will leave you with nothing. Faith is
certain you will be provided for.

* That when you don’t feel qualified to step
up to a volunteering opportunity or
ministry, or don’t believe you have the time
to give to the church, you will lose
something. Faith is certain that God will be
there with you and bless you
exponentially.
You lack faith? Welcome to the club. But the
only thing that grows faith is stepping out in
it. That means giving it up to God in prayer
and moving forward in faith that God will be
there with you, and that God will bless you
and protect you and provide for you.
Instead, we’d rather live trusting our own
selves and our own resources.
That’s not faith.
And it’s not at all the Body of Christ.
It’s not Christ’s example for us.
And in no way, shape, or form, can God
bless it.
This is truly what it means to be the Church
(just as Acts shows us): That we come
together, not as consumers who expect
something in return or come only to receive
something from God; but to faithfully give all
that we have to follow Christ.
And when — and only when — we do that,
will we see God’s blessings.
Only when we do that, will we see a better
world.
Only when we do that, will we know what it
means to live into God’s kingdom and be
certain of that which we do not see: eternal
life in Christ.
We all wish we had more faith. We all wish
our church was more active, stronger, had
better ministries, had more families, etc…
What we must realize, though, is that it all
starts with you and me, together. Taking that
step of faith.
Continued on Page 3
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In the next several weeks, we’ll work on
what it means to be the Church, as we study
the Book of Acts together inner worship
series, “We Are Witnesses.” We will be
challenged to encourage others, to pray for
the life of the church together, and to take
those steps of faith — whether they be in
your tithing, in your service, in your
leadership, or in your love.
I’m looking forward to taking this journey
with you and watching how and where Christ
will lead us in our discipleship.
For now, take some time to pray and seek God’s calling in your life. Where is God leading
you? Do you know? Have you asked? Then look at the opportunities that this church has to
Connect, Serve and Impact.
If you believe that Christ’s resurrection calls us to be new people, and that God is able to
do anything we ask in his name, then it’s time walk this walk. After all, it’s the very walk
Christ calls us to follow.
In His Footsteps,
Pastor Chris
Contact Pastor Chris at 814-232-1717 or email him at cpassante@susumc.org to find out
how you can Connect, Serve and impact

Liturgist Schedule
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Volunteer Opportunities Abound!
There are several opportunities at Mount

second Tuesday of every month.
VACANCIES

Nittany Church in which to volunteer your
time, talents, gifts, and service, and grow

Worship Committee

your discipleship. Whether as a regular

The Worship Committee works with the
pastor and minister of music to organize and
design special opportunities for worship that
will help the congregation experience their
relationship with God, grow in the knowledge
of God, and help them live more faithfully as
a Christian community. The Worship
Committee work areas are: acolytes, ushers,
lectors, Communion servers, home
Communion, altar guild, and the tech team.
Meets as needed.

member of a board or committee, or on a
ministry team, we have a place for you to
Connect, Serve and Impact! For more
information, go to MtNittanyUMC.org or
contact Pastor Chris.
Staff-Parish-Pastor Relations Committee
The SPPRC Committee cares for the pastor
and staff and their families; promotes unity in
the church; develops job descriptions for and
annually reviews church staff; identifies and
encourages staff development; and set
policy for hiring, contracting, evaluating,
promoting, retiring, and dismissing staff
personnel who are not subject to episcopal
appointment as ordained clergy. Meets the

Memorial Committee
The Memorial Committee is responsible for
maintaining a record of memorial
contributions to the church; assuring the use
of contributions in accordance with church
policy; and recommending and implementing
appropriate uses for memorial funds. Meets
as needed. VACANCIES
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Missions Committee

Home Touch Team

The Missions Committee coordinates the
planning and implementation of a
comprehensive ministry for involving the
congregation in mission; connects with
organizations, people, and resources in and
beyond the congregation that are concerned
with mission; guides the congregation in
worship and fellowship that highlights
mission in events such as mission studies
and speakers; and provides regular
opportunities for children, youth, and adults
to engage in service projects. Meets as
needed. VACANCIES

Home Touch is a visitation and phone call
ministry for those permanently or temporarily
confined to homes, facilities or hospitals.
Home Touch also offers Home Communion
to those who are unable to attend worship.
VACANCIES

Education Committee

As a multiple Dove Award-winning church
for its work and contributions in local,
national and international missions, Mount
Nittany Church’s outreach is extensive —
meaning there is a perfect missions fit for
you! VACANCIES

The Education Committee designs and
guides the educational program in the life of
the church; identifies and recruits teachers
for Sunday School and other educational
programs; oversees the education budget
and orders material for use in the education
program of the church; encourages regular
teacher training for those in the education
program; promotes and plans Christian
Education Sunday; and promotes and
encourages the participation of all persons in
the educational life of the church. Meets as
needed. VACANCIES
Banquet Committee
The Banquet Committee plans, organizes
and implements church banquet events and
coordinates contracting facilities and staffing
for public and private events.
Pastoral Counseling
With two pastors on staff, Mount Nittany
Church offers pastoral counseling for
families, couples and individuals in need of
Christian-based care.

Liturgists
Liturgists are volunteers who regularly read
Scripture during worship services.
VACANCIES
Missions Team

Music Ministry Team
Children and Youth Choirs, Handbells,
Chancel Choir, Modern Band, Special Music
and more. VACANCIES
Senior Adult Luncheons
Senior Adult Luncheons meet every other
month to share food, fellowship and hear
from guest speakers, all in the Family Life
Center.
Scouting
Mount Nittany is home to a Boy Scouts
troop, a Cub Scout Pack, and a Girl Scout
Troop.
Special Events
The Special Events Committee identifies
and organizes opportunities and needs in
the church to help grow discipleship,
learning and fellowship through events.
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Prayer Chain

Administrative Board

The Prayer Chain composes church
members who coordinate praying for those
in need, sending cards and correspondence,
and keeping a log of those in need of prayer.
VACANCIES

The Administrative Board plans and
implements the programs and ministry of the
local church as well as oversees the
administration of the church. The board is
composed of the chairs of their respective
committees and an at-large member, and
also serves as the church’s Safety
Committee. Meets the fourth Tuesday of
every month. VACANCIES

Adult Education
Adult Education opportunities include small
groups, Bible and book studies, adult
Sunday school, and other learning
opportunities, seasonally or regularly
through the year. VACANCIES
Friendship Class
The Friendship class is Adult Sunday
school, whose participants gather each
Sunday morning at 8:30 am for study,
conversation and worship. VACANCIES
Audio-Video Team
Help with the behind-the-scenes production
of slide presentations, video recording and
sound engineering. VACANCIES
Children & Youth Ministries
Children and Youth Ministries includes Kids
Club, Youth Group, Confirmation classes,
Children’s message, Parents’ Night Out,
Vacation Bible School, Sunday morning
nursery, Game Night and more.
VACANCIES

Board of Trustees
The Board of Trustees supervises and
maintains church property and equipment
and plans and sets policies for the use of the
property and equipment. Meets the fourth
Tuesday of every month.
Finance Committee
The finance committee administers the
finances and serves as the treasurer of the
denomination As such it receives and
disburses all general funds. The general
agencies are accountable to the
Administrative Board of their fiscal
administration. Meets the second Tuesday
of every month.
Membership Committee
The Membership Committee works with the
pastor to keep accurate records for all
membership rolls including new members
and those to be removed from the rolls.
Meets as needed. VACANCIES
Special Events
Bus trips, movie nights, concerts, special
activities, etc., are all part of our Special
Events team. VACANCIES
Spirituality in Nature
Learn about the connectedness of creation
and experience God through nature in
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monthly hikes throughout the Center County
region.
Parents' Night Out
Parents: Drop off your children, ages 5-12
every first Friday of the month from 6-7:30
for Parent’s Night Out. Each month, we will
have different activities for the kids, while
you are able to get some parent time!
Children will partake in free activities such
as holiday activities, cooking, music, outdoor
games and more in our Family Life Center!
Nursery is available for ages 0-5.
VACANCIES
Communion Team
The Communion Team is responsible for
setting up and cleaning up before and after
monthly Holy Communion, as well as
preparing the elements. VACANCIES
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Children’s Ministry Notes
Spring has sprung: How will your faith
blossom?
As the old saying goes, “April showers bring
May flowers.” Let’s see if it is true for this
May. Last month we were very busy in the
Children’s Ministry. For our first Parents’
Night Out, we had an Easter theme in which
children were able to decorate eggs,
participate in an Easter egg hunt, and play
Easter bingo.
I want to thank everyone who volunteered,
donated supplies, and gave donations.
During our next Parents’ Night Out — May 6,
from 6-7:30 pm — the children will create
Spring Cupcakes with Miss Susan from
Taste Buds Kitchen! The event, which is
held in the Family Life Center, is free and
open to all children, ages 5-12. Nursery will
also be available to those under 5 years old.
Parents are welcome to drop off their
children, where they will be supervised by
Safe-Sanctuaries-certified staff and
volunteers. Please be sure to tell your
friends about this fun event. We would love
to meet new people! Also, if you would like
to volunteer, please contact Pastor Steph at
814-598-9948 or at sball@susumc.org.
Children Help Lead Worship!
Another highlight for April was Palm Sunday
when the children participated in the special
service. They could not wait to participate
and consistently talked about waving the
Palms in the sanctuary for many days after,
reported their parents. It is fantastic to see
children and adults being able to worship
together because ultimately, we are all
children of God and we are all brothers and
sisters of Jesus regardless of our ages.
The Growing Season
It is definitely the growing season! It is the
season for flowers to bloom, trees to bud,
and birds to sing. We all look forward to
spring as a new beginning.
That is how our faith journey should be too.
We should be in school homework,

playdates, and
chores. A
constant season
of growth when
it comes to our
relationship with
God. However,
we tend to get
caught up in our
busy schedules, sports practices,
Sometimes, the last thing we want to think
about is adding another thing to our busy
schedules.
But, we must purposely make time for God
in order for our faith to grow. What a great
opportunity to get outdoors and spend time
with God in the world that he created!
I find that being outdoors tends to draw me
closer to God because I am not distracted by
the television, my cell phone, gaming
consoles, or computers/tablets. There are
many ways that you can engage with God in
nature.
Spend time in the garden as a family. Go for
a hike. Even lay on the grass and watch the
clouds pass by. God is everywhere in
nature, and what a great opportunity it is to
spend time with family or exercise and an
added bonus is that you get to connect with
our Creator.
It may seem difficult at first to connect with
God outside because it is an intentional
practice. You have to intentionally invite God
into the present moment. This can happen in
many ways:
One is by meditating or prayer. Two, if you
are with your family, start talking about God.
If you do not know where to start, begin by
realizing that God created the world around
you. God’s whispers are everywhere, we just
need to listen very closely. Once we are able
to recognize God’s whispers, our faith will
grow in ways that we never knew possible.
I challenge you to try this for the next month
and to ask yourself: “Has my faith
blossomed?”
Blessings,
Pastor Steph
Contact Pastor Stephanie Ball at sball@susumc.org
or 814-598-9948 Contact Pastor Steph at 814-5989948 or sball@susumc.org.

8

instructions to wait for the Holy Spirit to
come to help them begin the mission for
Christ and the world.

So let it be written,

So let it be sung

Crown Him with Many Crowns!
Ascension Day, when we commemorate the
transition of our Lord to heaven, is an often
neglected observance in the lives of many
Christians. It occurs forty days after Easter,
and though it most often never falls on a
Sunday, the Lord’s day following Ascension
Day is designated as Ascension Sunday. It
is certainly one of the important events in the
life of Christ and should be celebrated along
with his birth, death resurrection, sending of
the Holy Spirit and the Promised Second
Coming. This year, Ascension Day falls on
Thursday, May 26.
Imagine being on Mount Olivet and
witnessing the thrill the disciples had when
the Lord gave his parting blessing and final

Instructions to wait for the Holy Spirit to
come to help them begin the mission for
Christ and the world.
The hymn writers Matthew Bridges and
Godfrey Thring put together this beautiful
hymn “Crown Him with Many Crowns” in
celebration of Christ’s victory over death and
his return to the Father. This verse pulls
together the resurrection and ascension
story:
Crown Him the Lord of Life,
who Triumphed over the grave,
and rose Victorious in the strive
for those He came to save.
His glorious now we sing,
who died, and rose on high,
9

who died, eternal life to bring,
and lives that death may die.
What a beautiful truth from Scripture!
My brothers and sisters, rejoice in the truth
that your Lord not only rose triumphantly but
ascended into heaven victoriously to be your
personal representative before the Father.
Let your soul rejoice in the truth that you are
related to the one “who died, eternal life to
bring, and lives that death may die.”
Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord
God Almighty. Just and there are your ways,
King of the Ages, “All Nations Will Come and
Worship before you for your righteous acts
have been revealed.” (Rev. 15:3-4).
Summer Music Ministries Special Music
We are looking for those interested in our
Special Music Ministries for the summer
months. If you are interested in Bell Choir,
Small Groups, Quartet & Quintet or Solo,
See James. Bell Choir practice will begin
Wednesday, June 8, at 6:30pm.
Contact James Beatty at 814-931-0669 or
micha1225.jb@gmail.com
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Lay Ministry Report
Graduation, Serving & Ministry Abound
We look forward to this time of year for many reasons: new life,
warmer weather, and celebrating the achievements of our
graduates. We want to honor those who will be graduating or
have graduated from high school, trade school, or college
during a worship service in June to be determined.
If you have a child or grandchild that is a graduate this spring
or from December, please fill out a form letting us know the
student’s name, month and year of graduation, parent’s or
grandparent’s name, future plans (attending college, travel,
employment), and major or degree program. This form is
located here in the newsletter or placed on tables within the
church lobby.
Please have this information to us by the end of May for
bulletins and newsletter. Completed forms can be placed in the
outside mail slot or placed in the offering plate and directed to
Patty DeCapria. If you have questions, please email Patty at
pattydecapria@gmail.com or talk with her during Sunday
mornings.

Ushers and Greeters Needed
This summer presents new opportunities to serve as a greeter
or usher during our Sunday morning services. Greeters
welcome folks and hand out bulletins and ushers present the
offering to the pastor during the offertory.
Folks need to let Patty DeCapria know which Sunday and
service time they are available to serve. If you have questions
or are able to serve, please email Patty at
pattydecapria@gmail.com or talk with her during Sunday
mornings.

Interested in Lay Ministry?
Training opportunities will be available for clergy and laity in
May. Three training opportunities will be held on May 15 from
2-6 pm at Grace United Methodist Church in Lewistown. The
three workshops include: a seminar with Stride author Ken
Willard on creating a discipleship pathway, a workshop with the
Rev. Lew Parks on The Four Season of the Small Church, and
a workshop by our District Superintendent Brenda Leigey on
The Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations by Robert
Schnase.
Register at https://forms.gle/dqCGPKEq6ehMiSuf9.
Look for additional trainings and workshops on lay servant
ministry in the next few months. If you have questions, please
contact Patty DeCapria by email (pattydecapria@gmail.com) or
Sunday mornings.
Patty DeCapria is a Certified Lay Minister in the United
Methodist Church. Contact Patty DeCapria by email
(pattydecapria@gmail.com) or Sunday mornings
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General Fund Income 2022
General Fund Expenses 2022

$142,272.06
$85,999.64

Sanctuary/Lobby Project Ending Balance 2021
Sanctuary/Lobby Project Income 2022
Sanctuary/Lobby Project Expenses 2022
Missions Fund Income 2022
Missions Fund Expenses 2022

$9,046.00
$9,046.00

Counters
Tithing
Charitable Charitable
Sunday Date
Giving
Giving
1/2/2022
1/9/2022
1/16/2022
1/23/2022
1/30/2022
2/6/2022
2/13/2022
2/20/2022
2/27/2022
3/6/2022
3/13/2022
3/20/2022
3/27/2022
4/3/2022
4/11/2022

$145.00
$0.00
$450.00
$580.00
$314.00
$674.00
$1,360.00
$320.00
$100.00
$245.00
$505.00
$918.00
$320.00
$950.00
$517.00
$7,398.00

$28,636.98
$6,635.00
$12,806.86

$300.00
$280.00
$280.00
$280.00
$300.00
$280.00
$300.00
$290.00
$300.00
$375.00
$200.00
$300.00
$280.00
$280.00
$280.00
$4,325.00

Total
Report to
Conference
$445.00
$280.00
$730.00
$860.00
$614.00
$954.00
$1,660.00
$610.00
$400.00
$620.00
$705.00
$1,218.00
$600.00
$1,230.00
$797.00
$11,723.00

Continued to Page 13
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Focus on Missions
May 1 Native American Ministries
One of United Methodism’s six special
Sundays with offerings, Native American
Ministries Sunday equips and empowers
Native American pastors, congregations and
seminary students to do what only they can
do: authentically worship and serve Jesus.
For example, the offering has provided
funding for:
• Native American Rock and Community
Interaction, event, a three-day event
implemented by the Native American
Ministries of the Tennessee Annual
Conference. The event was created to
deepen the understanding of Native
American cultures and traditions with
participants.
• Native American Seminary scholarship
May 8 Pregnancy Resource Clinic
Walking through a life-altering decision is not
easy, but it is why we exist. Our clients come
from many walks of life and with many
different stories. We give each client the
care and attention they need to not only
ensure that they are educated and
encouraged, but also empowered to make
informed choices. We desire that our clients
know that we genuinely care about them and
that Pregnancy Resource Clinic receives no
financial gain from their decisions. Our
desire to help our clients is based on
Christian principles and values. If you are
additionally interested in donating items to
support the Pregnancy Resource Center,
review their list of needs via their Amazon
Wish List: https://a.co/fFhUfKW.
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May 15 Mental Health Awareness
Scripture tells us:
•
Regardless of any illness we have,
we remain created in the image of God.
(Genesis 1:27)
•
Regardless of what may happen to
us, nothing can separate us from the love of
God. (Romans 8:39)
•
The United Methodist Social
Principles also remind us that we have both
a right to care and a duty to seek it. (Social
Principles, ¶162.X)
Organizations in the United States began
promoting Mental Health Awareness week in
1949. The event eventually came to
encompass Mental Health Month, observed
annually in May. The Susquehanna
Conference of the United Methodist Church
marks the occasion with Mental Health
Awareness Sunday, when we recognize the
need to support ministries that attend to the
mental health of God’s children. In our
conference, this special offering supports the
Mental Health Ministry of the conference.
May 22 Golden Cross
In The United Methodist Church, Golden
Cross Sunday is one of five opportunities for
special annual conference offerings.
Financial gifts benefit health and welfare
ministries in the conference. On Golden
Cross Sunday, God works through our
prayers and support in acts of mercy to
bless the lives of individuals of all ages and
at all stages of life.
In our conference, the Golden Cross
Offering supports the Benevolent Homes of
the Susquehanna Conference of the United
Methodist Church.
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Announcements
Family Fun Night May 13!
Another exciting event that occurred last
month was our first Family Fun Night. We
had a great turnout and played games,
shared snacks, met new and old friends, and
shared great conversations.
The next Family Fun Night will be May 13 at
6:30 pm, in the Family Life Center. We hope
to see you there! Be sure to bring a snack to
share and a game to play. Don’t worry, you
will not be left to play solitaire — there will
always be someone willing to partake in the
fun and games!

Seeking PRC Chair
Mount Nittany Church is seeking a
chairperson for the Staff Parish Parson
Relations Committee to fill out a remaining
two- year term. The SPPRC Committee
cares for the pastor and staff and their
families. Please see or contact Pastor Chris
at cpassante@susumc.org or call 814-2321717.

Parent’s Night Out Features Cooking
Class on May 6!
Our next Parents’ Night Out will be May 6,
from 6-7:30 pm, where Children are
welcome to help create Spring Cupcakes
with Miss Susan from Taste Buds Kitchen!
The event, which is held in the Family Life
Center, is free and open to all children, ages
5-12. Nursery may be provided. Also, if you
would like to volunteer, please contact
Pastor Steph at 814-598-9948 or at
sball@susumc.org.

Summer Music Ministries Special Music
If you are interested in Bell Choir, Small
Groups, Quartet & Quintet or Solo this
summer, Contact James Beatty at 814-9310669 or micha1225.jb@gmail.com. Bell
Choir practice will begin Wednesday, June
8, at 6:30pm.
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