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UP NEXT: Our next sermon series, 

“We Are Witnesses,” shows us how 

claiming to be proclaimers by 

announcing the kingdom that has 

begun to take root in our midst – 

that’s the Easter transformation that 

has taken place.    

  Begins Easter Sunday 

At the writing of this column in late March, 

I’m watching yet another squall send 

waves of half-dollar-sized snowflakes 

across the church campus, where a thin 

cover of frozen white is plastered against 

the outline of budding trees, bushes and 

daffodils, all which have been 

struggling to stretch toward the 

sun during what we sportively, 

yet accurately, call here in 

Pennsylvania “Third Winter” 

(which falls between “Spring of 

Deception” and “The Pollening”). 

daffodils, all which have been struggling to stretch toward 

the sun during what we sportively, yet accurately, call here 

in Pennsylvania “Third Winter” (which falls between “Spring 

of Deception” and “The Pollening”). 

My heart goes out to the daffodils, in particular; they seem 

much more delicate than the maples, holly and cedar that 

share this common ground. However, come what may, 

they will continue to reach for the sun. It’s their perennial 

rite of passage, from dormant bulb to stalk to bud and to 

flower, only to await the cold autumn, when they again 

wither and repeat the entire process.  

The whole scene playing out before me through the 

window of my office here in the parsonage has me thinking 

a whole lot about resurrection. And why not? April is fast 

upon us, the 40 days of Lent are waning, and we move into 

a new season, from the darkness of Lent and into the light 

of Easter. These two seasons, you see, are held in great 

tension: We simply can’t have one without the other. 

In the Apostle Peter’s closing statement in his Pentecost 

speech delivered to a crowd gathered in Jerusalem, we 

find this very same tension in his words: “Therefore, let all 

Israel know beyond question that God has made this 

Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ” (Acts 

2.36). 

Can you see the tension? It’s in the words “God has made 

this Jesus…Christ.” 

One of my contemporary heroes, Fr. Richard Rohr, writes 

that “Jesus is the microcosm; Christ is the macrocosm” 

(see “The Cosmic Christ”). This is so important for us to 

understand in our faith, because while we often know and 

love Jesus, we, too, have to be transformed by the 

resurrection of Christ.  Or to paraphrase Fr. Rohr’s words, 

we have to follow the same journey that he made, from 

death to resurrection.  Jesus died and Christ rose.  

 

Continued on Page 2 
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetuer adipiscing elit. 
Maecenas porttitor congue 
massa. Fusce posuere, 
magna sed pulvinar ultricies, 
purus lectus malesuada 
libero, sit amet commodo 
magna eros quis urna. Nunc 
viverra imperdiet enim. 
Fusce est. Vivamus a tellus. 
Pellentesque habitant morbi 
tristique senectus et netus et 
malesuada fames ac turpis 
egestas. Proin pharetra 
nonummy pede. Mauris et 
orci. Aenean nec lorem. In 
porttitor. Donec laoreet 
nonummy augue. 
Suspendisse dui purus, 
scelerisque at, vulputate 
vitae, pretium mattis, nunc. 
Mauris eget neque at sem 
venenatis eleifend. Ut 
nonummy. Fusce aliquet 
pede non pede. Suspendisse 
dapibus lorem pellentesque 
magna. Integer nulla. Donec 
blandit feugiat ligula. Donec 
hendrerit, felis et imperdiet 
euismod, purus ipsum 
pretium metus, in lacinia 
nulla nisl eget sapien. Donec 
ut est in lectus consequat 
consequat. Etiam eget dui. 
Aliquam erat volutpat. Sed at 
lorem in nunc porta tristique. 
Hashashashasha ahahas 
Asasashjasashashashashahas
hashashashashashashashash
ashashashashashashashasha
shashashashashashashashas
hashashashashashashashash 
 
Contact Pastor Chris at 814-
232-1717 or 
cpassante@susumc.org.  

  

Children’s Ministry Notes 

Ready for Easter!  

 
We are ready to dye Easter eggs at our first-ever Parents’ night Out, 
Friday, April 1, from 6-7:30 in the Family Life Center.  
 
Parents’ Night Out Begins 
We are very excited to announce our very first Parents’ Night Out, from 6-7:30 pm on 
Friday, April 1 in the Family Life Center. 
Parents’ Night Out is an opportunity for individuals in the community to drop their 
children off at the church and go enjoy dinner out, coffee, or maybe even shopping 
without having to worry about their children in tow.  
This month's theme is centered on Easter. We are going to have the Easter bunny 
available for pictures, children will be able to decorate their own eggs, and there will be 
an indoor Easter egg hunt.  
Parents’ Night Out is ideal for children ages 5-12, but we are offering child care for 
children younger than 5.  
 
Family Fun Night Returns April 8  
Family Fun Nights are back after a hiatus due to Covid restrictions. Many people have 
requested that this fun evening be restarted. Everyone is encouraged to bring their 
favorite games to play. We also are asking people to bring snacks and/or drinks for 
everyone to share.  
The first Family Fun Night will begin on April 8 in the Family Life Center at 6:30 pm. 
This evening is a great way to build relationships within the church community.  
 

Trending in Parenting 
Do you feel overwhelmed or not proficient enough in the Bible to teach your children 
the Gospel? Well, here are some simple easy tips to mitigate the intimidation of  
Scripture.  
Find a version of the Bible that is easy for all members of your family to understand. 
There are many different versions of the Bible that are designed for age-appropriate 
messages. There are even Bibles that are designed for girls and boys based on their 
interests and hobbies.  
If your child asks you a question that you are uncertain of how to respond to; there is 
nothing wrong with saying, "I'm not sure, let's look it up together." Make it a fun 
experience for all of you. 
Are you struggling with appropriate time to discuss hard theological topics? Remember 
discussing the Gospel and the life of Jesus can be incorporated into daily activities. It 
does not have to be a specific time or place. God shows up in the most unusual places.  
So if you are feeling moved to discuss Jesus-do so. Remember children do not need a 
lesson plan or a dictionary/encyclopedia definition of who Jesus is. If you are willing to 
explain Jesus in terms that they can understand, that is all they are yearning for. They 

desire to have a connection with Jesus and you. 
 
 
 
Pastor Steph 
Contact Pastor Steph at sball@susumc.org or 814-598-9948 
 
 
 
Contact Pastor Steph at 814-598-9948 or sball@susumc.org. 

 

This cycle of natural life that I see 

outside my window this day paints a 

wonderful metaphor: While the trees, 

bushes and daffodils simply slumber 

through the winter months, the image 

is still that of a perceived death from 

their former selves and a birth and 

rising to a new life. It is resurrection. 

And it’s why Fr. Rohr calls us — not 

figuratively, but literally — to follow. 

Just as God made this risen Jesus 

who has become the Christ, we, too, 

must follow the same journey into a 

risen and transformed state. It’s why 

we hear Jesus tell us “…that unless a 

grain of wheat falls into the earth and 

dies, it can only be a single seed. But 

if it dies, it bears much fruit” (John 

12.24) 

Yet, we don’t have to read these 

passages and think that only upon 

our physical deaths we will become 

new creations, simply because Jesus 

died this kind of death for us — a 

death to and for our sins. When we 

embrace the resurrected Jesus, it is 

actually the Christ into which he was 

transformed and calls us to be 

transformed just the same by 

becoming part of His body here 

today. We aren’t as much the 

historical Jesus in the world as we 

are the risen body of Christ. 

In these remaining weeks leading up 

to the Easter celebration, take a good 

look around you at all of creation 

groaning as it reaches for its new and 

full life under the sun, and be 

reminded that we, too, must equally 

be transformed by reaching for the 

Son who perennially shows us that 

death has been overcome, and a new 

life is found within the risen Christ, 

the very image of resurrection.  

In Christ’s Risen Name,  

Pastor Chris   

 

Contact Pastor Chris at 814-232-

1717 or cpassante@susumc.org 

about:blank
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  So let it be written, so let it be sung 

In Christ Is Our Glorious Victory

 
Easter Cantata is on Palm Sunday at 10 am.  

 
It’s again that time of year when we remember and celebrate why God sent his Son Jesus to dwell among 
us. It comes as no surprise to most of you who know me that this is my favorite time of year.  
The lyrics to the song, “Arise,” were written by Kathy Frizzell and Gary Rhodes, and come from the four 
Gospels that tell the Resurrection story. But the song also tells the story from God’s creation here on 
Earth as well as in Heaven: 
 

The clouds have not yet lifted,  
The tomb was sealed and dark  
The cruel cross had crucified  
The hope of every heart   
The Son of God, the Lord of Life  
By death had been destroyed   
Then in the silence of the Tomb 
He heard his Father’s voice: 
Arise, arise, 

 
          Continued on Page 4 
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First Star of the morning skies! 
Come forth, my Anointed One  
Into eternal life.   
Arise, arise  
Cast away death’s dark disguise!   
My glorious Son. Victorious One,  
In majesty Arise!"  

 In his three-year ministry, Jesus fulfilled 
God’s plan of salvation in just 33 days.  
All that he did, he showed, he 
accomplished, completed its story in 
three days. God’s plan of salvation came 
out of extreme suffering to a day of 
victory.   
As the lyrics continue: 
 

The earth began to tremble 
The ground began to quake 
The mighty stone that sealed the 
tomb 
Of death began to shake 
Then suddenly the darkness 
Was shattered by His light 
As Jesus Christ, the Son of God 
Burst through the doors of life! 

 
From that very day, we live in God’s 
grace that accepts just as we are, and we 
can stand before him as forgiven people 
in his glorious presence and live forever.   
All because one man became sin, and 
one man became life. “Weeping may 
endure for the night, but a shout of Joy 
will come in the morning” (Psalm 30.5).  
My brothers and sisters, let us journey 
together and follow in the footsteps of 
our victorious Lord.  Christ is our 
Passover Lamb. He has been sacrificed 
for our sins. In him is our glorious 
victory! 
 
James Beatty 
Minister of Music 
 
 
Contact James Beatty at 814-931-0669 
or micha1225.jb@gmail.com. 
 

Giving Garden News 
 
The Giving Garden's first work session will be April 10, Palm 
Sunday.  Tasks include weeding, cleaning tools , speading mulch, 
beginning renovation of bed #4, and installing fences if there is 
time. If you want to help, and that date doesn't work, let us know 
and we'll give you a task to do independantly.  Time to be 
announced closer to the 10th. We are always looking for help!! Is 
that you?  
Want to know what's going on in the Garden? Join the Facebook 
group (The Giving Garden at MNUMC) to see times, dates, and 
tasking.  If Facebook isn't a choice, ask us to add you to the email 
list, where we send out updates and work information.  
We are interested in delivering when we have veggies!!  Busy 
working family? A bit homebound for any reason? Reach out to 
Pastor Chris and let's connect you with a regular bag o'veggies! 
New this season-- we'll have plants to take home!  A limited 
number of seedlings are being grown, and your garden can have 
some! No strings attached, just sharing. Expect those in late April. 
Questions, concerns, input, suggestions, hugs?  Ask a gardener!! 
Bob or Joanna Jones, Cathy or John Rideout, Rik Harris, Leonard 
Tressler, Lori Williams. Welcome to our new gardeners: Ann, Beth, 
Elisha and Leanne!   Prices are high, need is great, let's put our 
faith in action and close the gap -- see you in the Garden! 
 

Liturgist Schedule  

 April 3 April 10 April 17 April 24 

8:30 Barbara 
Derzak 

 Judith 
Smith 

Phoebe 
Quaynor 

10:00 Victoria 
Prewitt 

Chris 
McCann 

James 
Beatty 

Brenda 
Peters 

Counting Schedule  

 April 3 April 10 April 17 April 24 

8:30 Lem/Marty 
Warner 

 Lee Cooper Lee Cooper 

10:00 John 
Shawver 

Louisa 
Shawver 

Chris 
McCann 

Joann Voigt 

Patty 
Decapria 

Tom/Ginny 
Kline 
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Trustees Report 

 

Sanctuary/Lobby Capitol 
Campaign Ends 

Several years ago, the Trustees and our 
Church Leadership team decided to hold a Charge 
Conference to determine as to whether the 
congregation favored a Capitol campaign to conduct 
improvements to the sanctuary and lobby areas. The 
Conference was held and the membership 
overwhelmingly approved the project.  

Our parishioners have financially 
responded to the call and the following items have 
been accomplished to date:  The restrooms were 
updated, the paneling on the chancel wall was 
replaced with stone and wall board, the chancel floor 
was reworked to improve the safety of the stairways 
and support a piano, an emergency exit door was 
installed on the left side of the sanctuary, the pews 
were given new cushion seats and upholstery, the 
wooden furniture in the sanctuary was given two new 
coats of polyurethane, a new sound system was 
installed, the flooring was replaced, the walls and 
ceilings were painted, and new furniture and wall 
hangings were added to the lobby.  

The nine-sanctuary windows are the only 
item left to be addressed. An energy audit was 
recently conducted of our church facility, and we 
learned that it was more cost effective to improve our 
existing windows rather than replace them. Epiphany 
Studios was recently contracted to replace the 
exterior layers of glass with DuPont SentryGlas 
(clear laminated safety glass), reseal the windows 
and restore the functions of the lower ventilators. 
Since there are now sufficient funds to conduct these 
improvements to the windows, the Trustees have 
decided to end the Capitol campaign. We have 
however, received numerous requests to replace the 
interior frosted layer of glass with stained glass. 
Therefore, the Trustees made a decision to work with 
Epiphany Studios in order to provide parishioners an 
opportunity to contribute to or purchase a stained-
glass window. Detailed information concerning this 
topic will be presented to the church later this spring. 

The Trustees sincerely thank everyone 
who have financially and/or physically contributed to 
this successful capital improvement project. We 
especially want to thank Pastor Ed, Pastor Chris, 
Joan Lassman and Teri Ault for their vision and 
talents.  

David Spotts, Chair 
Board of Trustees 

 
  

Ministry Opportunities Abound! 
 
There are several opportunities at Mount Nittany Church in which to 
volunteer your time, talents, gifts, and service, and grow your discipleship. 
Whether as a regular member of a board or committee, or on a ministry 
team, we have a place for you! For more information, go to 
MtNittanyUMC.org or contact Pastor Chris. 

 
 
Administrative Board  
The Administrative Board plans and implements the programs and ministry of the 
local church as well as oversees the administration of the church. The board is 
composed of the chairs of their respective committees and an at-large member, and 
also serves as the church’s Safety Committee. Meets the fourth Tuesday of every 
month. 
 
Board of Trustees  
The Board of Trustees supervises and maintains church property and equipment and 
plans and sets policies for the use of the property and equipment. Meets the fourth 
Tuesday of every month. 
 
Finance Committee 
The finance committee administers the finances and serves as the treasurer of the 
denomination. As such it receives and disburses all general funds. The general 
agencies are accountable to the Administrative Board of their fiscal administration. 
Meets the second Tuesday of every month. 
 
Staff-Parish-Pastor Relations Committee 
The SPPRC Committee cares for the pastor and staff and their families; promotes 
unity in the church; develops job descriptions for and annually reviews church staff; 
identifies and encourages staff development; and set policy for hiring, contracting, 
evaluating, promoting, retiring, and dismissing staff personnel who are not subject to 
episcopal appointment as ordained clergy. Meets the second Tuesday of every 
month. 
 
Banquet Committee 
The Banquet Committee plans, organizes and implements church banquet events 
and coordinates contracting facilities and staffing for public and private events. 

 
Worship Committee 

The Worship Committee works with the pastor and minister of music to organize and 

design special opportunities for worship that will help the congregation experience 

their relationship with God, grow in the knowledge of God, and help them live more 

faithfully as a Christian community. The Worship Committee work areas are: acolytes, 

ushers, lectors, Communion servers, home Communion, altar guild, and the tech 

team. Meets as needed. 

 Memorial Committee 

The Memorial Committee is responsible for maintaining a record of memorial 

contributions to the church; assuring the use of contributions in accordance with 

church policy; and recommending and implementing appropriate uses for memorial 

funds. Meets as needed. 
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Opportunities to Serve Continued… 

 

Membership Committee 

The Membership Committee works with the pastor to keep accurate records for all 

membership rolls including new members and those to be removed from the rolls. 

Meets as needed. 

 

 Missions Committee 

The Missions Committee coordinates the planning and implementation of a comprehensive 

ministry for involving the congregation in mission; connects with organizations, people, and 

resources in and beyond the congregation that are concerned with mission; guides the 

congregation in worship and fellowship that highlights mission in events such as mission 

studies and speakers; and provides regular opportunities for children, youth, and adults to 

engage in service projects. Meets as needed.  

 

Education Committee 

The Education Committee designs and guides the educational program in the life of the 

church; identifies and recruits teachers for Sunday School and other educational programs; 

oversees the education budget and orders material for use in the education program of the 

church; encourages regular teacher training for those in the education program; promotes and 

plans Christian Education Sunday; and promotes and encourages the participation of all 

persons in the educational life of the church.  Meets as needed. 

 

Special Events   

The Special Events Committee identifies and organizes opportunities and needs in the church 

to help grow discipleship, learning and fellowship through events. 

 

Prayer Chain  

The Prayer Chain composes church members who coordinate praying for those in need, 

sending cards and correspondence, and keeping a log of those in need of prayer. 

  

Adult Education 

Adult Education opportunities include small groups, Bible and book studies, adult Sunday 

school, and other learning opportunities, seasonally or regularly through the year. 

  

Friendship Class 

The Friendship class is Adult Sunday school, whose participants gather each Sunday morning 

at 8:30 am for study, conversation and worship.  

 

Audio-Video Team 

Help with the behind-the-scenes production of slide presentations, video recording and sound 

engineering 

 Children & Youth Ministries 

Children and Youth Ministries includes Kids Club, Youth Group, Confirmation classes, 

Children’s message, Parents’ Night Out, Vacation Bible School, Sunday morning nursery, 

Game Night and more.  
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Focus on Missions 
 

  

 
 
  

April 3: United Methodist Home for Children 
 
UMHC was founded in 1917 by the Central Pennsylvania 

Conference of the Methodist Church (now the Susquehanna 

Conference of the United Methodist Church) as an orphanage. 

Each day, the Mechanicsburg campus serves approximately 35 

children between the ages of 12-20 using a collaborative trauma-

informed approach to care. UMHC contracts with county Children, 

Youth and Family agencies to provide safe, residential care to 

young people and supportive services to their families. In January 

2019, UMHC became United Methodist Home for Children, a Board 

of Child Care program. The merger of the UHMC with the Board of 

Childcare combined two organizations with a United Methodist 

tradition and over a century each of experience caring for children. 

The merger expanded the ability of the two organizations to serve 

children throughout their geographic areas of care. 

 

April 10: Mission Central Awareness Sunday 

 
Mission Central first opened in 2002 as the mission outreach 
project of the Susquehanna Conference of the United 
Methodist Church. Mission Central is one of six warehouses 
that provide the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR), an organization that provides disaster relief and 
humanitarian aid to over 80 countries worldwide, with all of 
their needed resources used in disaster response efforts. The 
ability of Mission Central to distributed aid was tested during 
the pandemic, leading to the distribution of services to over 
3.3 million people in 2020, a number expected to grow once 
numbers are known for 2021. 80% of the resources from 
Mission Central went to domestic aid, including over 
$100,000 for personal protective equipment for hospitals, 
doctors, first responders, and educators in central 
Pennsylvania. In addition to the aid distributed by Mission 
Central, the organization also provides warehouse space to 
like-minded non-profits. Organizations that shared space with 
Mission Central distributed over $6 million in food and over 
400,000 diapers in 2020. 
        Continued on Page 8 
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Continued from Page 7 
 
  April 17: Habitat for Humanity 

 

Habitat for Humanity of Greater Centre County (HFHGCC) is 
one of 1500 independent affiliates of Habitat for Humanity 
International (HFHI). It is governed by its own local Board of 
Directors and has a staff of five employees. 

Habitat welcomes all people -- regardless of race, religion, 
ethnicity or any other difference -- to build simple, decent, 
affordable houses with those who lack adequate shelter. 

Habitat is able to make housing affordable to low-income 
families because: 

 Houses are sold through a no-profit, no-interest 

mortgage. 

 Individuals, corporations, faith groups and 

others provide vital financial support. 

 Homeowners and volunteers build the houses 

themselves, under trained supervision. 

You can view photos from HFHGCC’s ongoing build in 

Bellefonte at their Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/habitatgcc/ 

 

April 24: First Mile of Giving Conference 

Benevolent Shares 
 
Our benevolent shares help support the entire mission of the 

Susquehanna Conference UMC. Shares are used for 

administrative needs and the numerous ministries that the 

Conference oversees. Camp Penn, Green Hills, Mount 

Ashbury and Wesley Forest are the camp retreats that the 

Conference maintains. The Conference is also directly 

involved with numerous other ministries such as Mission 

Central, The Neighborhood Center, Walk to Emmaus, Mission 

U and The Center. You can learn more about the 

Susquehanna Conference UMC at https://susumc.org 
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Announcements  
 
Banquet/Kithen Announcements 
Mount Nittany Church will not be making or selling 
peanut butter eggs this year.  
From the Banquet Committee...if you are missing a 
cake pan or casserole dish, please check in the 
kitchen, it might be there.   
If you are using the serving carts to move items 
around the church building, please make sure you 
clean the carts after use.   
Banquet help is needed for April 2, 19 and 27 Please 
see Wendy (wfranklin27@gmail.com) if you are able 
to volunteer your time. 
Our last Community Dinner is scheduled for Saturday, 
April 30 from 4-6pm with turkey on the menu.  These 
have been very successful, and we need volunteers.  
Please see Wendy each Sunday morning to sign up 
or email her at wfranklin27@gmail.com. 
 
Parents' Night Out Begins April 1!  
Drop off your children, ages 5-12 every first Friday of 
the month from 6-7:30 for Parent’s Night Out. Each 
month, we will have different activities for the kids, 
while you are able to get some parent time! Children 
will partake in free activities such as holiday activities, 
cooking, music, outdoor games and more in our 
Family Life Center! On April 1, we will have Easter 
egg dying, an indoor egg hunt and more! Nursery 
available for under 5’s. For more information, contact 
Pastor Steph at 814-598-9948 or sball@susumc.org. 
   
Volunteers Needed  
If you would like to volunteer to help with the First 
Friday Parents’ Night Out on April 1 (6-7:30 pm) , 
contact Pastor Steph at 814-598-9948 or 
sball@susumc.org.  
 
Bishops to hold meeting at Mount Nittany Church 
on April 25 
All are welcome to attend a very special informational 
gathering with our Bishops Cynthia Moore-Koikoi and 
Sandra Steiner Ball, on Monday, April 25 at 7pm at 
Mount Nittany Church.  No registration is required for 
this event, in which the bishops will lead us in 
worship, share their portfolios and how the work of 
both Bishops will lead us in ministry and mission; 

share their vision for the United Methodist Church in 
the Susquehanna Conferences; and how our 
Wesleyan distinctives will guide us to lead Christ’s 
mission in The United Methodist Church. Also, the 
Bishops will provide an update on the latest 
announcement regarding General Conference. 
The gatherings will be in-person only, and doors will 
open 30 minutes before start time. There will be a 
time for Q&A. Questions will be taken on note cards 
that will be provided. A recording will be made 
available on the susumc.org after all the gatherings 
have been completed. 
 
Coffee with the Pastor is Back! 
Join Pastor Chris at Cafe Lemont on Wednesdays 
from 9-10 am for Coffee with the Pastor. No 
appointment needed — just show up for good 
conversation and good coffee 
. 
Seeking PRC Chair  
Mount Nittany Church is seeking a chairperson for the 
Staff Parish Parson Relations Committee to fill out a 
remaining two- year term. The SPPRC Committee 
cares for the pastor and staff and their families. 
Please contact Pastor Chris 
at cpassante@susumc.org or call 814-232-1717. 
 
 Senior Adult Luncheon 
The Senior Adult Luncheons are back on.  There will 
be a luncheon on Wednesday, April 13th at 12:00.  
Our program speaker is Connie Corl of  Adult 
Transitional Agency.  She will be giving a program on 
what is involved when moving.  There is a sign up 
sheet on the bulletin board in the area going to the 
FLC.   If you have any questions. you can email 
1happygram@comcast.net or call me at 814-548-
7838.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:wfranklin27@gmail.com
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