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sFrom The Pastor

Pastor Christopher KB4 il iegall | e e
Emai tpassante@susumc. orMyf. Nittany Unite
Phone: 4147232 814.237.3549

Grace and Peace to You! Brothers and sisters, we remain in a very hard and liminal time

A a time in which we long to go back to our pre -coronavirus days, yet know we must
move forward through this transition without fully understanding what to expect. The

wor |l d, webdbre often reminded, I's changing.
relates to our family at Mt Nittany Church
a plan, but because of a purpose. Our purpose is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the

transformation of the world (Matt. 28) A this is what Christ commands us to do. We
make our plans built on nothing less that this purpose.

Over the past 10 weeks, members of our Admi
have participated in seminars, conferences and discussions with our cabinet members,
conference ofpcials, our di strict | eader s
national government and health, and community and church leaders. We keep abreast of

the latest data and research, listen to our community members, and meet as a committee
bi-weekly to discuss how to best follow through with this purpose. On May 21, our leader-
ship team, which composes key leaders in our ministries and leaders from our new family
from The Valley, met to discuss the feasibility of re -opening the church to in -person
worship on Sunday mornings and keeping our family as safe as possible. After two full
weeks of being in the Yellow Phase of Covid -19, and with three weeks still ahead of us to
continue monitoring, we have prayerfully discerned that we will TENTATIVELY re -open
to in -person worship on Sunday, June 14, for three services: 8:30; 10:00 and 11:15 AM.
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CDC guidelines and state | aw deem that chur

are exempt from some of the restrictions that non -essential business must comply with.
However, in the best interest of the health of our church family, our community, and our
world, we are taking measures that in most cases not only meet CDC and state guide-
lines and recommendations, but go above and beyond.

WHAT IT MEANS:

What this means is that while the campus will remain closed to all outside visitors, it
will be open for Sunday morning worship. Worship will be limited to about 50 people per
service. Masks must be worn. Social distancing of at least 6 feet must be practiced. There
will be no singing, abbreviated (40 -minute) services, staggered seating, no Communion,
no hymnals or other literature in the pews, no passing of offering plates, or passing of the
peace. What there will be is the congregation gathered responsibly back in the sanctuary
to praise God and celebrate our unity in Christ. According to the CDC, those above
65 years of age and others with compromised or not fully developed immune systems, in-
cluding young children, should remain home. Too, anyone who has come in contact with
another person with Covid -19 in the past two weeks or anyone who is currently sick or
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believes they may be sick must not attend worship. This is critical in ensuring we are not

spreading the disease or putting anyone at risk. Each congregant will be asked by an usher

for their name and contact information before entering the worship spaces. This allows com-

pliance with CDC guidelines and allows us to contact one another should someone be infect-

ed. Signs, ushers, church communications and written and expressed safety measures will

help direct congregants both in and out of the building. Sundays will be worship only, mean-
ingnoextra-curricular activities such as Sunday Sch
activities or child care. Congregants will only be allowed to enter immediately before wor-

ship and must leave directly after. Anyone who does not comply with the safety measures

will not be allowed inside the church or may be asked to leave.

THE SERVICE TIMES ARE:

8:30-9:10 Traditional Service (Sanctuary) i Enter through main lobby doors only;
10-10:40 Blended Worship Service (Sanctuary) Enter through main lobby doors only;
11:15-11:55 The Valley Modern Service (Family Life Center) Enter through FLC doors only.

As we prepare to return to in -person worship, know that we will continue Live Stream
broadcasts on our Facebook page Mt Nittany UMC; on our Website:
www.MtNittanyUMC.org; and via phone/audio access. We will continue to Live Stream as a

part of our worship from now on. Again, the June 14 re -entry date is tentative: Our Leader-

ship Team and | will continue to monitor Covid  -19 progress and best practices, and we will
continue to meet with health and church of pci
safety and well being of our church, community and world. If we are not comfortable with

the health trends or safety measures, we may decide to remain online  -only further.

| ask you that you remain faithful in prayer for the re -opening of Mount Nittany Church
and take care of yourself and others around you by practicing the safety measures that we
have been recommended or mandated to follow. The return to full worship and dozens of
other ministries we long to provide again for our community and world depend on our dili-
gence in doing our part to rid this disease fi both in prayer and practice.

Additional communications will be sent as new and important information arises. If you
have e-mail and are not on our e -mail list, please take a moment to update your contact in-

formation so that we are able to stay in touch. Simply sendane -mai | to the <chu

mnumcof pce @gomali 814.28703549.

|l ndeed, these are | i minal ti mes: We donot kno

goes, we know WHO holds it. Stay in touch, stay in love with Jesus, and stay faithful in

prayer. /I n Christdés Abun
Pastor Chris

NEW DIAL -IN NUMBERS & SERVICE TIMES

As we begin our new Valley worship service, please note that our dial  -in numbers have changed.
* For 8:30 am traditional: 1 929 205 6099 / ID 940 2851 5137

* For 11:15 am modern: 1 929 205 6099 / 952 4629 1582

Note: These numbers will remain the same for every Sunday hereafter.

Remember, you can also check out the live stream video

Facebook Mt Nittany UMC & www.MtNittanyUMC.org
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CALL FOR MUSICIANS rship Througs;

Mt Nittany Church is creating a worship band for ~ our new
modern service at 11:15 am Sundays. Would you like to be
a part of this exciting ministry?

Text James Beatty, Music Minister, at 814 -931-0669.

ong & Music

_ RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
American i
+ Red Cross MONDAY - JUNE 8

_ 12 noon to 6:00 PM

Mt. Nittany CHURCH F.L.C.

Sanctuary/ Lobby Project L

| thought it would be an appropriate time to provide my Church Family an update with respect

to our Sanctuary/Lobby project. Earlier this year, we contracted Waggoners, Inc. to replace and
re-upholstery the pew seats and reversible kneeling cushions. During the latter part of June,
Weaver 6s Remodeling and Renovations, LLC wi ||
wall within the room behind the organ. Weavero
and improvements to the Altar floor area.

During this same time period, the Trustees (and anyone else who wants to help) will be moving

the pews to the Fellowship Life Center and a contractor will be painting the Sanctuary. In early

July, Complete Floor Covering of Lemont will be replacing the carpeting within the Sanctuary

and Altar areas of the Church. The pews will then be re-installed within the Sanctuary.

During the latter part of September, a contractor will be removing the existing wallpaper and

painting the Lobby walls. In early October, Complete Floor Covering will be replacing the floor-

ing within the Lobby. In 2021, we would like to improve the insulation and appearance of the
Sanctuary windows. We would also like to install new furniture pieces within the Lobby and

improve upon the different functions they may serve.

On behalf of the Trustees, | want to thank all of you that have given monies thus far and with
Godds grace we will continue to be blessed wit
Church project.

Dave Spotts, Chair
Board of Trustees
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