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As | write this column frofkpthke, pandohamewat i
buds and blossoms struggle to open against a backdrop of late -season snowflakes carried
by the cold, northern winds. It serves as a metaphor for not only our church A when will

this storm pass and allow us to once again f|
ny?d but al so for our everyday | ives. Il 6d | ove
you, we are back together, back to wor k, bacl

But whether we are back to any of the above, one thing is clear: We will never be back to

the world that we once knew just a couple of months ago. The world we knew i before

the words o0Sheltet97T naPttacE®ssenCioali dWor ker so
ryday lexicon i was a world in which we took for granted. We assumed our wealth, pros-
perity, relationships and health would | ast 1

that innocence i orignorance i has been shaken.

God makes beautiful things out of dust. As the God who created and continues to create,
God created our very beings from the dust of the earth, formed us into His image and
blew the breath of life into us. We became animated. Likewise, when we fell away from
His love and separated ourselves from His presence, he once again, through the blood of
His Son, scooped us up out of the dust of our unfaithfulness, and blew the breath of life
that is the Holy Spirit into us, reviving, resuscitating, resurrecting us into eternal life.

He made a way, and made us beautiful things once again.

|l f Godods plan is to create us to glorify Him
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world, and by taking care of and multiplying
all the abundance he has blessed us with, 1is

these times?

This isndt our exile, and wedre not wanderi n;q
re-fallen so as to need another divine blood sacrifice for our human brokenness; that was
finished on the cross. What we do need is, yes, faith, but we also need to understand that
we i through the power of the Holy Spirit A ar e Chri stds body in th

What that means is that while web0re waiting |1
disease, or for it to pass, we pray i absolutely i for God to grant us the wisdom to ac-

complish these things and that His hand guides us through this storm, but it also means

looking after one another, praying for one another, and helping one another.
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