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O praise the Lord, all ye nations, praise Him all ye people;  For his merciful kindness is great 
toward us:  and the truth of the Lord endureth forever.  Praise Ye the Lord.    Psalms 117 
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As I write this column from the parsonage, itõs still mid-April, and Iõm watching the new 

buds and blossoms struggle to open against a backdrop of late -season snowflakes carried 

by the cold, northern winds. It serves as a metaphor for not only our church ñ when will 

this storm pass and allow us to once again flourish in the warmth of each otherõs compa-

ny? ñ but also for our everyday lives. Iõd love to think that by the time these words reach 

you, we are back together, back to work, back to school, back to full healthé  

But whether we are back to any of the above, one thing is clear: We will never be back to 

the world that we once knew just a couple of months ago. The world we knew ñ before 

the words òShelter in Placeó, òCovid-19" and òEssential Workersó became part of our eve-

ryday lexicon ñ was a world in which we took for granted. We assumed our wealth, pros-

perity, relationships and health would last forever. Itõs fair to say that the foundation of 

that innocence ñ or ignorance ñ has been shaken.  

God makes beautiful things out of dust. As the God who created and continues to create, 

God created our very beings from the dust of the earth, formed us into His image and 

blew the breath of life into us. We became animated. Likewise, when we fell away from 

His love and separated ourselves from His presence, he once again, through the blood of 

His Son, scooped us up out of the dust of our unfaithfulness, and blew the breath of life 

that is the Holy Spirit into us, reviving, resuscitating, resurrecting us into eternal life. 

He made a way, and made us beautiful things once again.   

If Godõs plan is to create us to glorify Him by making Him known, by making disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world, and by taking care of and multiplying 

all the abundance he has blessed us with, is there any doubt God wonõt help us through 

these times?  

This isnõt our exile, and weõre not wandering through the wilderness again. We havenõt 

re-fallen  so as to need another divine blood sacrifice for our human brokenness; that was 

finished on the cross. What we do need is, yes, faith, but we also need to understand that 

we ñ through the power of the Holy Spirit ñ are Christõs body in this world today.  

What that means is that while weõre waiting for a cure for and vaccination against this 

disease, or for it to pass, we pray ñ absolutely ñ for God to grant us the wisdom to ac-

complish these things and that His hand guides us through this storm, but it also means 

looking after one another, praying for one another, and helping one another.   
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