A spectacular sunset from Craggy Gardens along the Blue Ridge Parkway just north
of Asheville, NC in the Blue Ridge Mountains of western North Carolina
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There is currently a great deal of tal k about
But the fact is this is old news; wedve been h;:
We have organized and strategized and theorized again and again, but it seems we have to keep on

going over the same territory! Why is this?

| would suggest that the reason we keep having to re-package the same concept every couple of
years is that we have not INTERNALIZED the concept first. Hospitality has to be in the DNA of the
body. Rev. Leonard Sweet offered this idea in a recent tweet;

0The distinction between host and guest dissol ve
of blessing and bread for the soul as the host. 6

Go ahead, read that a couple of times. Think on it.

Now | et me break it down a bit starting with the
In the | ife of the church, we are hosts. We do
pew. (By the way, asking a visitor to move so

church belongs to God, because God made it. We are simply the hosts, welcoming those who come
seeking, offering the presence of God, opening our arms and hearts, allowing their presence to
bl ess us. There is no owed or otheydé, only oUS. 6

Think about a time when you went to a restaurant where you were greeted by the owner.

You were |likely treated as a oguestdé rather t h
him/her on a first -name basis. You always felt welcomed, as if they were genuinely happy to see

you whether you were buying coffee or a four -course meal. The owner brought other family over to

meet you, and soon you knew the whole family!
churches.

Finally, guests bring blessings. When someone walks through the church doors the first time
they are looking for something; people who will walk with them on the journey of life and faith.
We should feel privileged that they are giving us a chance to walk with them on their journey.
We should feel blessed that God has brought them into our presence, and do whatever is
necessary to make them feel a part of the body. And we should be expectant and grateful for the
blessings they bring to us.

Hereds the thing; no seminar, book, video or tr
True hospitality will only occur when we allow the Holy Spirit to renew our hearts and change the
way we see our selves, the church and the world. That means offering up to God the sins of posses-
siveness and territoriality which build walls around our hearts and churches. And it means letting
the Holy Spirit fill that space with a spirit of Godly hospitality that lets the distinction between host
and guest dissolve so that we may one in the love of Jesus Christ. Spend some time in honest exam-
ination and earnest prayer, that our spiritual DNA might be transformed and hosts and guests
might walk together as the Body of Christ!

Pastor Ed



WO RSHIP MINISTRIES

AUDIO MINISTRIES TEAM

May 6 9:00 Dawn Edmiston; Karen Bryan
Emily Gregory

Bill & Joann Voigt

Lisa Nearhood & David;

Dave Spotts

Leonard Tressler; Bonnie Spotts
Leonard Tressler; Karen Bryan
Emily Gregory

Rick & Dawn Edmiston

TECH NEEDED

Thomas Delahoy

Bill & Joann Voigt

10:30
May 13 9:00

10:30
May 20 9:00

10:30
May 27 9:00

10:30

WORSHIP SLIDES

May 6 Andrea Grazzini
May 13 Dawn Edmiston
May 20 Emily Gregory

May 27 Andrea Grazzini

USHERS9:00 A.M.

May 6 Frank Vongehr;
Vernon & Barb Crawford
May 13 Frank Vongehr;
Terry & Jetta McClenahan
Kylee McClenahan
May 20 Frank Vongehr;
Vernon & Barb Crawford
May 27 Frank Vongehr;

John & Louisa Shawver

USHER810:30 A.M.

May 6  Theresa Brock & Carl Cornell
Thelma Andrews/Barbara Gotwalt
May 13 Rik Harris; Lori Williams;
Christine McCann; David Panko
May 20 Rik Harris; Lori Williams;
Bobb Franks; Cody Steele
May 27 Rik Harris; Lori Williams;

Bill & Joann Voigt

MONEY COUNTERS

May 6
May 13

Ginny Prisk, Tom Kline
John & Cathy Rideout;

Pat Weaver; Chris McCann

May 20
May 27

Ginny Prisk; Tom Kline
Lynn & Charlie DuBois;

John & Louisa Shawver

GREETERS
May 6 9:00
10:30
9:00
10:30
9:00
10:30
9:00
10:30

May 13
May 20

May 27

LITURGISTS
May 6 9:00
10:30
9:00
10:30
9:00
10:30
9:00
10:30

May 13

May 20

May 27

David & Bonnie Spotts
Georgie Hillard & Jenny

Joan Lassman/Thelma Andrews
Cody Steele & Braeden

Sonny & Lois Swanger
Don & Brenda Peters

Tom Eckenroth
Ed & Joan Hoch

Barb Derzak
BJ Wurst
Emily Gregory
Chris McCann
Bob Kidder
Lynn DuBois
Scott Metzger
Brenda Peters

i WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES- There is
) ‘always availability for you to partici-

WE
ARETHE
CHURCH

TOGETHER

pate within the services, and we ask
that you prayerfully consider it when
called upon to assist

in  worship.

Liturgists, Greeters, Ushers, and AV Technicians
are needed each week. Please talk with Patty
DeCapria, Dawn Edmiston, Pastor Ed, or call the
church office and let us know where you are willing

to be of service.
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MNUMC Praise Team - Thrive presents Concert
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https://groupmissiontrips.com/media/481237/wcsamplemenu.pdf

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
Friday
Saturday

SUNDAY

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
Friday
Saturday

SUNDAY

Monday

5/1
5/2

5/3
5/4
5/5
5/6

5/7

5/8

5/9

5/13

5/14

MAY 2018

My Country o060tis of thee sweet
Our fatherds God, to Thee; Aut
Long may our |l and be bright wi
Protect us by Thy might Great God, our King !
4000 o o £ I Boy Scouts Troop #367 (FLC)
G 30 {0 I o] 1 PP PPTR PP Piano (BR)
00 o o Bell Choir
4000 o o 1S Sanctuary Choir
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
G 0T 0 N o] o Piano (BR)
5100 PIM oo s aaaaeaaaan Lionds Banque
9:00 & 10:30 AM ...ociiei et e MORNING WORSHIP
LS R 010 I o LT Christian Education Classes
B:00 PIM Leiiiieiiicir e, rre e e e e rann areeerrrnneeernraaaaees KidZ Klub
S B 0 1= o PP Quilters
130 PN e s e s Piano
7200 PIM s e e Praise Band Practice
L0100 @M ottt e e PSEA Luncheon (FLC)
5130 PIM e s e Cub Scouts #67
G100 PIM e e e e e e SPRC(BR)
200 PIM o e e Boy Scouts #367
9100 @M ettt e eeeeeraraaa——— Knit/Crochet Class
1200 PIM it e KARINfA OUT OF THE OFFICE
G101 o o [P Piano (BR)
B:00 PIM e s e Bell Choir Rehearsal
4000 o 1 TSP Choir Practice
I 7 KARINfA OUT OF THE OFFICE
A:30 PM oo e e Enviro Care Pest Control
I - | KARINA OUT OF THE OFFICE
130 PIM e s e s Piano
WI SHI NG ALL MOTHER®S A BEAUTI FUL DAY
9:00 & 10:30 AM ...ociiiiieiiecc e e MORNING WORSHIP
9:00 @M ..ceeeiiice e e ————— Christian Education Classes
53 00 o] 0 KidZ Klub
S G 10 = T 1 o RSP Quilters
1 50 10N o o 1 P Piano
7200 PIM oo e Praise Band Practice

7



Tuesday 5/15 ALL DAY . e PRIMARY ELECTION® FLC

7200 PIM et e Boy Scouts #367 (YR)
Wednesday — 5/16 3:30 PIM .oeuiiiiiiiiiie e es cee e e e aaae —eeaa— i ———————————. Piano
G300 N o RSP KidZ Art
6100 PIM Lo e e Bell Choir
7200 PIM e e e Sanctuary Choir
Friday S/L8  3:B0 PIM ittt e e aaee o Piano
SUNDAY 5/20 PENTECOST SUNDAY
9:00 & 10:30 AM ...coviiiiiirrrn s e MORNING WORSHIP
S 0101 T .Christian Education Classes
K300 N o] o 0 T RSP THRIVE Praise Band Concert
00 o o 1 PP KidZ Klub
Monday o4 R 10 > o PP Quilters
G 500 1 o o PP Piano
Tuesday oY < 0O N o] o SRR Trustees
40O N o1 Church Council
400 N o 1 1SR Boy Scouts (FLC)
Wednesday — 5/23 3:00 PIM couuiiiiiiiiiie s e a s —ee e e e ———————————. Piano
G100 PIM i e e Bell Choir
7200 PIM et e e Choir Rehearsal
Saturday 5/26 10:00 amfil 2 PM .eeeeeiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee, . Private Birthday Party Celebration (FLC)
SUNDAY 5/27 9:00 & 10:30 AM ....coniiiiiiiinicrcnr e rrras srrn e MORNING WORSHIP
S 010 1= T .Christian Education Classes
Monday 5/28 MEMORIAL DAY

Take a moment to offer up prayers for our troops still fighting for our freedoms,
separated from their family and loved ones, that the Lord may give them
courage and strength and be their strong tower of refuge.

Tuesday 5/29 4:00 PM oo e Boy Scouts Court of Honor Ceremonies
Wednesday — 5/30 6:00 PIM ..ouiiiiiiiiiie e e as —eaa e ———————— Bell Choir
7200 PIM e e e Choir Practice

mgmor‘ial MY COUNTRY 0 thkdn tom TH dtory bdhidd the Epng, K. Osbeck)

\/\(DAY Moved deeply by the desire to create a national hymn that would allow the American
P ™™y offer praise to God for our wonderful land, fotwgssayold theological studGamuel

Francis Smijtipenned these lines on a scrap of paper in less than thirty minutes in 18:

even today many conddieCountry, Tis of Thtweeir favorite patriotic hymn and call it our
"unofficial national anthem.” The emotionally powerful ideas that Smith expressed had an immediate respo
soon became a national favorite. The stirring tributes to our fatherland in the first three stanzas leadxo a wo
of gratefulness to God and a prayer for His continued guidance. Following his graduation from Harvard an
Theological Seminary, Samuel Smith became an outstanding minister in several Baptist churches in the E
posed 150 hymns during his 87 years and helped compile the leading Baptist hymnal of his day. He was a
missionary magazine through which he exerted a strong influence in promoting the cause of missions. Lat
the secretary of the Baptist Missionary Union and spent considerable time visiting variSamiceEHmitields.

truly a distinctive representative of both his country and his love for God. o
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Building Their P

MT NITTANY PRESCHOOL NOTES n
Emily Gregory, Director (814) 234 -3938 (Cell Phone -360-5032)

So hard to believe we are at the end of

foul | of parent/ teacher conferences, b
studies, rain, rain, and more rain experiences.
to Lemont EIl ementary School at the end of May.
from the school , Visit the classrooms, and hav

preparations for Kindergarten.

As we | ook forward to next year, we could use a
board of directors. We meet once a month for e
reports from the director and helps make deci si

standings are reviewed and spending decisions a

talk to Emily Gregory, Lee Copper, Patty DeCapr
Pastor Ed, all current members.
You are worthy, Our |[Lord an

for You created all things.
Revelation 4:11

FROM THE BANQUET CHAIR # Wendy Franklin 238 -0662

The peanut butter egg project is over for another year.  Thank you for all the volunteers that
gave of their time to make this another successful year. We made 971 dozen this year.

2018 Community Dinner has come to an end. Thank you for all the volunteers for each of the
dinners. Time to rest up before the football dinners begin in September. With 3 suc-
cessful dinners, we served well over 600 people.

Banquet help needed for May 5, May 22 (dinners) and May 8 (lunch).
If you are able to help for any of these banquets, please sign up with Wen-
dy 238 -0662.

The Every Daughter Banquet is set for Saturday, May 19 with dinner
cooked and served by the men starting at 5:00 pm.  Age 12 and over $8.00,
age 5-11, $4.00 and 4 and under are free. Buy your tickets each Sunday
morning.




Children's (Y)inistries

Donna PCeosntdinnal@rt3 932

22" (/618" *$#2 wuwlSy 4 & 2 aniNafiiizhilliul) £
B, 0O0wx Ul xEUI wi OUws! 28 ww+1 Uz UwoI
/] Ol EUT woOl Uw# OOOEwWOOOPwhi wadUuw
Ul PUwal EUS w

Ki dzZ @&vwoaikri ng on a speci al

Mot her 6s Day. We pract.i
KI ub. \

JOIN US FORKIDZ CLUB i SUNDAY EVENINGS 6:00 i 7:00 PM
TS May 6th é Rocke St ate College

\J"{’/% We will paint rocks that we will hide in June. The date and
)= location for the June event will be announced later. Join

e *ﬁ‘} us Sunday night to paint the rocks and Miss Donna will
make sure they are properly sealed for our June event.

May1l3é No Ki dZBe krdtolyour mom!

May 20 e Pottery Night at 20';\-.;
at 2000 Degrees in State College, 6:00 -7:30. This will be ¢
our last Sunday evening weekly program until Septem- =
ber.

Sunday Schoolin May ... All children are welcome to
enj oy us on our fADeep Blueo A
theme is Changing Your Hearts and Minds

We also will be traveling to Alaska (via the DVD)

WednesdayMay 16th KidZ Art Night 6:007:00 PM- Mary Cassat is our featured artist

10



Mt Nittany as a CRPR Parks

Partner!!

The Centre Region Park Partner program gives organizations a

chance to be out in the community, in service, for 3 after-

noons a year. We provide the people power (this is great
service for children, youth, and families), CRPR provides any
materials needed to pick up trash, mulch paths, or other simple
cute. Wedre not going to be

chores that Partners choose to exe-
buil ding picnic tabl

a 2 year commitment. We even get a sign at the park, to say we are taking care of it. Administra-
tive Council was thinking perhaps Dalevue or Fogelman Fields would be a good match.

But we need a person, or pair of partners, to be the contact
person would be the one to pick the dates, let everyone know,
(Spring and | ate Fal/l days a
desire to get connected, but

need you! Email Pastor Ed or Bob Jones pobj9301@gmail.com

for the CRPR office. This

and tell CRPR what we want to do.

re al most al ways cl
donot have itlwe of

or 234-9077) if you are interest-

ed, have questions, or know who would make this

MNUMC QUI LTI NG GROUP KEEPS BUSY

The Loving Hands Quilt group's goal is to make quilts that comfort those who have

serious illnesses and to let them know that they are in our thoug
have nine members who meet every Monday from 9:30am until

hts and prayers. We
11:30am to sew and

tie the quilts. So, far we have made approximately 10 quilts this year. Some have al-
ready been given out and others are ready to share with someone in need. While
giving to others, we also have an opportunity to meet others, socialize and share
talents other than quilting.  There is always laughter, something new to learn
and those who are willing to share what they know. The group is open to anyone
who is interested. If you have any questions, contact Cathy Rideout at 2379372
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PENTECOST is

Sunday, May 20th

As is our tradition at Mt. Nittany UMC, we will
decorate the sanctuary with red geraniums on
Pentecost Sunday. (May 20th)

Please PRINT the information on the forms as opposed to
script writing. (Forms are available at the church or back
page of this issue) The price for each geranium is $4.00 p/
plant. Please talk with Joan Lassman if you have questions.

The DEADLINE for ordering is Thursday, May 10th . If you
want to order geraniums and are unable to attend Sunday
wor ship or havenot compl et ed
church office before the deadline and give your order infor-
mation to Karin. (237 -3549)

JUNE NWSLTR
DEADLINE HAS
BEEN EXTENDEDTO
MONDAY, MAY 14th
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